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Title of the research: A study on the use of mandala decoration in designing ceramic
plates for female art education students in the College
of Basic Education in Kuwait
Abstract:
Mandala art is one of the most prominent decorative arts with a symbolic character, which
extends its roots to ancient Eastern civilizations, where it was used to express cultural and
artistic concepts. Mandala decorations are characterized by their symmetrical geometric
designs that carry deep meanings and connotations, which made them a source of inspiration
in various fields, including fine art and ceramics. In this research, the possibility of benefiting
from mandala decorations in the design of ceramic dishes was highlighted, with a focus on
training female students of the Department of Art Education in the College of Basic
Education to integrate these decorations into their artwork.
The study aims to enhance creativity among female students by linking traditional decorations
to the art of ceramics, which contributes to enriching their skills and expanding their artistic
horizons. It also seeks to explore the aesthetic and technical possibilities offered by mandala
decorations when applied in the design of ceramic dishes. The research addresses the
importance of the overlap between geometric decorations and functional art, and how these
decorations can add new dimensions to ceramic production, whether aesthetically or
symbolically. The research relied on the descriptive applied approach, which is based on
training students on specific steps, starting from studying mandala designs and analyzing their
decorative elements, all the way to applying these designs on the surface of ceramic dishes
using various techniques such as shaping, burning, coloring and drawing mandala, and from
the glazing stage. The research was divided into stages, including the following:
1 .The applied stage: It included training students on the techniques of forming ceramic dishes
using the slice method, and then decorating them with patterns inspired by mandala.
2 .The evaluation stage: In which the produced dishes were evaluated in terms of artistic
quality and the extent to which mandala decorations were used in the design in a creative way.
Results:
The research reached a set of results that confirmed the importance of integrating mandala
decorations into the design of ceramic dishes, as they contributed to achieving the following:
1 .Developing students' skills: The study helped students develop their artistic skills in
ceramic design and formation, while enhancing their ability to innovate.
2 .Highlighting the aesthetic value: Mandala-inspired geometric decorations showed unique
aesthetics when applied to ceramic plates, adding rich visual and semantic dimensions.
3 .Functional and aesthetic employment: Mandala decorations allowed students to combine
beauty and function, making the plates usable for practical use while maintaining their artistic
value.
The research concluded with a set of recommendations that focused on the importance of
promoting applied art studies that combine heritage and modernity, and encouraging the use
of decorative arts such as mandala in various design fields. The researcher also recommended
the necessity of including similar topics in art education curricula to broaden students'
horizons and deepen their connection to global artistic heritage.
In conclusion, the study proved that mandala decorations are a rich creative means that can be
invested in designing ceramic plates in a way that enhances the value of the artistic product
and enriches the learning experience of students. It also emphasized the importance of
integrating traditional decorative arts and modern artistic techniques in forming a
contemporary artistic identity, which contributes to preserving and developing cultural
heritage in innovative ways.

Keywords: Mandala decoration, Ceramic dishes design, College of Basic Education
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