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The study shed light on the role of disability in the inequality of educational
opportunities in pre-university education in Egypt: school enrollment for children
aged 7-17 years and completion of high school for individuals aged 21-29 years. The
study estimated the contribution of disability to inequality in educational
opportunities utilizing the Human Opportunity Index (HOI) alongside Shapley
decomposition methods. This analysis relied on data from the 2018 Egypt Labor
Market Panel Survey. Disability in this survey was measured using the Washington
Group’s short set of questions on disability, and the study focused on the level of “any
disability.” The two sample sizes for children aged 7-17 years and for individuals
aged 21-29 years were 13,047 and 9,064, of whom 6.06% and 7.17% were with
disabilities, respectively. The study's key findings indicated a rise in school
enrollment rates among children aged 7-17 in Egypt in 2018, with no notable
differences based on children's characteristics or disability status. The majority of
children had equitable access to educational opportunities. However, children with
disabilities were the most deprived of education enrollment, with their opportunities
distributed unevenly, being twice as disadvantaged compared to children without
disability. Furthermore, individuals with disabilities had less equality in accessing
opportunities to complete their high school compared to their peers without
disabilities, with their equality of completion being approximately 17 percentage
points lower. Region of residence followed by having other family members with
disabilities played a significant role in school enrollment among children with
disabilities. Once they were enrolled, parental education and family affluence were
the most substantial factors in academic outcomes, followed by the place of
residence. On the other hand, among their peers without disabilities, parental
education and the family economic level were the most critical factors in enrollment
and academic outcomes.
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