Magallat Al-Itihad Al-‘am Lil Atariyin Al-‘arab (JGUAA) 26, Ne.1, 2025 (1-19)
DOI: 10.21608/jguaa.2024.322600.1356.

Received: 2024-09-23 Accepted: 2024-12-09 Available online: 2024-12-23
Deputies of the Gods in Ancient Egyptian Beliefs

Ahmed S. Elshazly

Assistant professor, Archaeology Department, Faculty of Arts
Minia University (Egypt)

ahmed.elshazly@mu.edu.eg

Abstract:

This article aims to study the Deputies of the gods in ancient Egypt
through textual evidence; ancient Egyptian texts included many references
to the Deputies of the gods. Many gods took the title (szy R?), meaning the
deputy of Ra; this title was usually given to the god Thoth as a deputy or
representative of the sun god Ra, as Ra says to Thoth in the Book of the
Heavenly Cow, «You will be in my place as my deputy or representative,
and you will be called Thoth, the deputy of Ra.» The god Ptah was also
called «Ptah, deputy of Ra, and this was also proven for the god Osiris, the
god Shu, and the deceased king. In addition, there is also the title (sty Wsir),
meaning the deputy of Osiris, which was given to the god Horus and the
god Ptah, and the deceased was also likened to the deputy of Osiris and
that he would be in the position of Osiris. Moreover, the king was the
deputy or representative of the god Horus on earth. Among the council of
gods who avenge Osiris in the ninth hour of the Duat, there is a deity

called sty Psdt, meaning deputy of the Ennead.
Keywords:
Deputy; god Ra; god Osiris; god Ptah; god Thoth god Horus; sty.
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