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Abstract:

b
This article deals with the two signs mm that were inscribed on the

verso of Narmer Palette behind the enemy's head, in which he was shown
kneeling before King Narmer, clutching his head and about to strike him
with his mace head. Researchers' views and studies have differed about
what the two signs are and their meaning. Are they two written signs that
express the name of the region or Nome to which the enemy belongs, or do
they express the name of the enemy himself, called W*s (Washa) or his title?
The two signs may not be a name, but instead a description of a religious
act or event. The article aims to limit and list all the ancient and modern
views that provided different interpretations of the two signs and provide
a discussion of those views to conclude the meaning of the two signs, and
what they express in the Narmer Palette.
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QUIBELL, J.E. & GREEN, E.W., Hierakonpolis 1I, London: Bernard Quaritch, 1902, 41-43, PL. XXIX;
O’CONNOR, D., «The Narmer Palette: A New Interpretation», In Before the Pyramids the Origins of
Egyptian Civilization, edited by Teeter, E., Chicago: The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago,
2011, 145.

2 ALLAN, S., One Palette, Two Lands, The Myth of the Unification of EQypt by the Narmer Palette, Macquarie
University, Sydney, Australia, 2014, 1.
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Dynastic EQypt, edited by Matthew Douglas, A., New York, 26th-30th July 2011, Leuven: Peeters, 2016, 535-
546; HEAGY, T.C., «<Who Was Menes? », In Archéo-Nil 24, 2014, 59-92; KOHLER, E.C., «History or
Ideology? New Reflections on the Narmer Palette and the Nature of Foreign Relations in Pre and Early
Dynastic Egypt», In Eqypt and the Levant: Interrelations from the 4th through the Early 3rd millennium BCE,
edited by Brink, Edwin C.M. van den and Thomas E. Levy, London: Leicester University, 2002, 499-513;
MARK, S., From Egypt to Mesopotamia: A Study of Pre-dynastic Trade Routes, Texas A & M University:
College Station, 1997, 97-100; GOLDWASSER, O., «The Taming of Metaphor — A Study of Scenes of the
Narmer Palette», In From Icon to Metaphor: Studies in the Semiotics of the Hieroglyphs, edited by O.
Goldwasser, Freiburg (Schweiz); Gottingen: Universitatsverlag; Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1995, 3-25;
GOLDWASSER, O., «The Narmer Palette and the Triumph of Metaphor», Lingua Aegyptia 2, 1992, 67-85;
FAIRSERVIS Jr, W. A., <A Revised View of the Na'rmr Palette», JARCE 28, 1991, 1-20.

4+ O’'CONNOR, The Narmer Palette: A New Interpretation, 145-146.

5 ALLAN, One Palette, Two Lands, 1, See also. WILKINSON, T., «Political Unification: Towards a
Reconstruction», MDAIK 56, 2000, 378-381; KEMP, B., «Unification and the Urbanization of Ancient
Egypt», In: Civilizations of the Near East, Vol. II, edited by Sasson, J., New York: Charles Scribner's;
Macmillan Library Reference; Simon & Schuster Macmillan, 1995, 679-690; KOHLER, E.C., «The State of
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147, 1995, 79-82.
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Orientale, 1961, 136, n.1; GOEDICKE, H., « Die Laufbahn des Mt », MDAIK 21, 1966, 22, n.1; SCHULMAN,
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G., « Narmerpalette und Stadtepalette : die Unterwerfung des Deltas », In : Studies in Honor of Ali Radwan
1, Edited by : Daoud, Kh., Bedier, Sh. and Abd El-Fattah, S., Le Caire : Conseil Supréme des Antiquités,
2005, 253-261.

® JONES, D., An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old Kingdom, Vol I, Oxford:
Archaeopress, 2000, 1020.
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1 SETHE, K, Urgeschichte und Alteste Religion der Agypter, Leipzig: Brockhaus, 1930, n. 3; §41; §76;
KAPLONY, «Zu den beiden Harpunenzeichen der Narmerpalette», 77.
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Proceedings of the Sixteenth Annual Symposium; University of Oxford, United Kingdom, 15-18, April 2015,
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16 KEES, H., «Zu den Krokodil- und Nilpferdkulten im Nordwestdelta Aegyptens», In: Universita di Pisa,
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Lischi, 1955, 141-152.

17 SCHOTT, S., Hieroglyphen: Untersuchungen zum Ursprung der Schrift, Mainz; Wiesbaden: Akademie der
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