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Abstract:

The Hatay Archaeological Museum houses a Roman mosaic from
Antakya that depicts the myth of the discovery of Ariadne by the god
Dionysus. The Antakya mosaics are renowned for their artistic richness,
innovative designs, and distinctive geometric motifs, as local artists
incorporated features that suited their environment. This particular mosaic
is considered the oldest known example of the depiction of the Ariadne
discovery myth in Roman mosaics. It is distinguished by its unique artistic
character, setting it apart from other ancient Roman artworks through its
distinctive pattern, rich geometric and architectural motifs, and
philosophical ideas reflecting the intellectual climate of the time, as well as
its novel symbolism. The study aims to interpret the mosaic and its
symbolism, highlight the most important decorative elements, and date it
based on its artistic features.
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