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The impact of Hellenistic civilization on Judaism

Ahmed Abdullah Amin Ismail

Department of Islamic Call and Culture, Faculty of
Fundamentals of Religion and Call in Menoufia, Al-Azhar
University, Egypt

E-mail: ahmadismail.adv@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract;

The research aims to: demonstrate the extent to which the
Jews were influenced by the ideas and civilizations of the nations
and peoples neighboring them, and among those influences that
affected the Jews was the Hellenistic civilization - the three
centuries that followed the death of (Alexander the Great) in ¥Y¥
BC Until the beginning of the founding of the Roman Empire in
the year ¥+ BC - which represents the mixing of the Greek
civilization, known as (Hellenism), with the ancient spiritual
Eastern civilizations in Egypt, Palestine, the Levant,
Mesopotamia, Persia, and others. This cultural mixture resulted in
Hellenism. Hellenistic civilization influenced Judaism. Several
influences included influences on Jewish language and literature,
on dress and naming, and on mixed marriages between the Jews
and the Greeks, In the resort of a number of Jews to Greek laws,
as well as in customs, traditions, and other aspects of Jewish life,
the influence even reached the point of a number of Jews
embracing some bees and Greek rituals, and this is clear evidence
of the incoherence and collapse of the Jewish claims to keep their
beliefs and ideas free from any external influences. Proving the
invalidity of the phenomenon of arrogance and intellectual racism
practiced by the Jews with other people of civilizations, and
proving that the Jews were always imitators of more powerful
nations. Civilized, They had no role other than robbery and
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cultural quoting. The researcher relied on several approaches,
including: the historical approach and the inductive approach. He
also relied on the descriptive analytical approach and the
deductive approach. After extrapolating the details of the subject
of the study, the researcher begins to examine and analyze them,
and write down what is deduced from their characteristics, with
the help of By explaining the reasons and motives to reach the
results, the researcher reached several results through his
research, including: The lack of purity of Jewish religious
thought. In many stages of their history, the Jews lived as
oppressors and intruders on the ideas and beliefs of the nations
neighboring them. They were merely transmitters and repeaters of
the ideas and cultures of the nations with whom they lived and
mixed. Likewise, a large number of Jews were attached to the
gifts of Hellenistic civilization and were influenced by them in a
number of ways. ldeas and beliefs. The researcher also
recommends the need to pay attention to the issue of influence
and influence between civilizations and religions and highlight
the civilizational impact of Islam, And also by refuting claims of
superiority and racism in Jewish thought.

Keywords: Hellenism, Civilization, Judaism, Antiquity,
Seleucid, Ptolemaic.
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