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Civilizational manifestations of tolerance and peaceful
coexistence in the Andalusian civilization according to
contemporary orientalists - an analytical and critical study

Dr. Ibrahim Abdel Sabour Saeed Ahmed

Lecturer in the Department of Islamic Culture, Faculty of
Islamic Propagation in Cairo, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: ibrahemahmed.13@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research comes to highlight images of peaceful coexistence,
which prevailed in the Andalusian civilization - these bright images
whose manifestations appeared in all fields and on all civilizational
paths, and many writings and researches have come about them - and
then this research comes to confirm that but from another angle,
through the testimonies of the great contemporary orientalists
specialized in studying the history of Andalusia, and in this is the
greatest evidence of that coexistence and tolerance, as this research is
done to respond and refute the opinions of the unfair orientalists about
the Islamic civilization, who speak unfairly about the history of
Islamic civilization in general, and the history of the Muslim
civilization in Andalusia in particular... There is no doubt that what
this research presents from the testimonies of these fair orientalists
about the Andalusian civilization who depicted the history of the
Islamic civilization in Andalusia in its bright face, is the greatest
response to those who accused the Muslim civilization in Andalusia
of being a calamity and an obstacle in the history of the Iberian
Peninsula, which This led to its backwardness from the European
cultural context, and this research also reveals the images of
coexistence between Muslims and others in many religious, scientific,
cultural, linguistic, artistic and architectural axes... all through the
sayings and writings of orientalists specializing in the history of the
Andalusian civilization. The research also shows that fragmented
images of the civilization of the Islamic world are being marketed, and
a general character is given to individual facts and events, which are
exceptions or had historical circumstances, and must be placed and

studied in their contexts. This fragmentation comes from the door of
—
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distortion and belittling of that civilization, and for intellectual or
national goals. Then the research concludes at the end with several
results, including: that the civilization of Muslims in Andalusia
formed the most splendid and refined images of peaceful coexistence
throughout human history, as well as the positive role of tolerance and
coexistence in the prosperity of the Andalusian civilization; The
interaction between cultures encouraged the development of science,
arts and literature, and contributed to the flourishing of the scientific
movement. Among the research recommendations: the necessity of
paying attention to studying contemporary orientalist writings,
especially in their fair aspect, and the necessity of cooperation
between various scientific and cultural institutions in reviewing
Western writings about Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Civilization, Andalusia, Contemporary Orientalism,
Tolerance, Peaceful Coexistence, Civilizational Achievements.
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Madrid 1879,
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Philadelphia, 1904.

57) journal article, Ameérico Castro 1885-1972, Myron A. Peyton, Hispania, Vol.
56, No. 2 (May, 1973), Published By: American Association of Teachers of
Spanish and Portuguese.

58) Maria Rosa Menocal, 59, professor of medieval Spain, by Sally A. Downey,
Inquirer Staff, Published Oct. 29, 2012, Date of visit: 8/21/2024.

59) Nadia R. Altschul, MLN, Johns Hopkins University Press, Volume 128
Number 2, March 2013 (Hispanic Issue), pp. vii-viii.
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