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Space in the Journey of "*Jamal al-Din al-Qasimi (d. Y¥¥Y AH)
to "Jerusalem A textual semiotic approach.

Omar Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad.
Department of Literature and Criticism- Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys in Sharkia- Al-Azhar University-
Arab Republic of Egypt.

E-mail: OmarMohamed?® ¢{.el@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

The Jerusalem pilgrimages are among the most prominent
journeys that Muslim travelers have focused on due to their
spiritual and religious values. The city of "'Jerusalem"—may
God protect it—has been a destination for many travelers; it is
the cradle of religions: the land of prophets« and the place where
the noble prophet ascended.

And since travel literature is one of the literary genres that:« in
my opinion« has not received its due attention in scientific
research and critical study:« this modest attempt was made by
me to draw attention to this ancient heritage art« and also to
serve this journey and its author.

This research aims to approach travel literature in the \ ¢th

Hijri century« using the journey of the Damascene scholar
""Jamal al-Din al-Qasimi** (d. Y¥¥Y AH-Y4Y¢ AD) as a model«
which took place in Y¥YY AH-Y4 .Y AD.

The main subject of the research is the spaces of this journey:
the most important of which are: (spatial space« temporal space:
semantic space« and textual space...).

I benefited from some concepts of the semiotic method and the
textual method in order to uncover some of the aesthetics of this
creative text that documented this blessed journey.

This research attempted to answer some questions« including:
What types of spaces did this journey rely on< what are their
semiotic significances« what is the impact of these spaces on the
writer's language« and what is the role of the semiotics of
passions in the motivations of the journey in general?
The research concluded that this text belongs to travel
literature« and its spaces—contained within—had an impact on
the text's meaning and deep structure« in addition to its reading
and reception. It also expressed the author’s vision and his
attachment to these sacred places.

Keywords: (Space - Travel Literature - Jamal Al-Din Al-
Qasimi - Semiotics — Textuality.
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