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The social conditions of the Jews of Spain during the fifteenth century
through the book “Scepter of Judah” by Ibn Ferga, “The Seventh Persecution” as an
example

There is no doubt that the social life of the Jews in Christian Spain during
the fifteenth century went through many influences and changes, and there is also
no doubt that they were reflected in the works of the era’s writers and thinkers,
who interacted with these changes and influences and absorbed them in their
literary and intellectual productions. The book “Scepter of Judah” by Shlomo Ben
Ferga is one of those literary and intellectual productions that absorbed these
influences within it. In the Seventh Persecution, Shlomo Ben Verga sought to

investigate the factors affecting the Christian life of the Jews of Spain, which
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ultimately led to their expulsion from Spain. Among them was the general public’s
hatred of the Jews due to usury lending and the theft of the people’s money and
lands, which cemented in the public’'s mind that the Jew was the primary
beneficiary of the people’s misery. It also included the arrogance of the Jews. As
well as bringing them closer to the kings, and trying to benefit from this situation
as much as possible. As well as the racist Jewish spirit, the claim that they are kings,
and the purity of the Jewish race, which led to more hatred of Jews. Thus leading
to their expulsion from Spain in 1492.

Keywords: Jews, Christian Spain, expulsion from Spain, Hebrew literature
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