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Summary

The city of Constantinople was of great importance in
European and Crusader writings, and it also got the same attention
in the minds of Arab and Muslim writers, and Arab and Muslim
travelers traveled to it, writing down what they saw and heard about
it. This importance of the city of Constantinople is due to two main
things: the fact that Constantinople is the second capital in
European history in the Middle Ages after the city of Rome (the
capital of the Roman Empire), then the main capital and the seat of
power and government followed the fall of Rome at the hands of
the Germans in 476 AD, along with its status The religious
Constantinople as the stronghold of the Eastern Orthodox Church,
and the seat of the Patriarchs of that church and its leaders. On top
of this, it remained for many centuries a shield for the Byzantine
Empire, and a fortress for its civilization.

Arab and Muslim travelers and geographers dealt with the
city of Constantinople in all its details, in terms of urban, historical,
economic, political and religious aspects. They described its walls,
gates, employees, markets, soldiers’ salaries, patriarchs and
churches in general, and the Hagia Sophia church in particular. To
which he paid great attention, so they mentioned its doors, its
adornment, the splendor of its architecture, its pavilions, and its
servants.

Arab and Muslim travelers and geographers also described
the religious and priestly rituals, and the prayers performed by the
Byzantine emperor inside the Hagia Sophia church in a regular
manner. And the accompanying official ceremonies in terms of the
massive presence of senior statesmen and patriarchs, and large
numbers of eunuchs, servants and boys. And what distinguishes the
Emperor from the adornment and clothing, and the luxury and
splendor that dazzled the Arabs and Muslims who saw him
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