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Abstract:

The Importance of Setting in Literary Appreciation

Novel is, relatively, a new genre in Arabic literature but its
multiple roles in depicting any given society have earned it an
unparalleled popularity. Despite the popularity, the attention of
Nigerian scholars of Arabic literature was not focused on novel
and story writing as an independent literary genre until very
recently; the reason being that Arabic knowledge is essentially
being acquired for religious purposes. The dynamism of
literature has, however, made inroads into the consciousness
of Nigerian writers in Arabic to venture into authorship of novels
and other forms of the prosaic genre. The reason for this
development is the reality of how novel and other prosaic
subgenres effectively depict the society. The readers derive a
great deal of pleasure and love in reading novels in Arabic
because they come across happenings in their environment or
what is called social milieu. This paper, therefore, intends to
present efforts of Arabic literature in projecting the Nigerian
society to readers of Arabic globally and to establish that
relativity of setting is an important ingredient in literary
appreciation of any genre. Arabic literature of Nigeria
authorship adequately fulfils the obligation of literature being a
medium that showcases the contextual attributes of any
society. Consequently, this paper uses the novel to highlight
the importance of setting in creative writing in Arabic towards
better appreciation of Nigeria literary works in Arabic. The
paper comprises an introduction which explains the importance
of setting in works of literature; chapter one, which discusses
the setting of Arabic literature in the twentieth century; chapter
two, which compares foreign and local settings; chapter three,
which presents samples of some Nigerian Arabic novels;
chapter four, which discusses literary styles in the selected
works; and the conclusion.
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