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Abstract 
The phenomenon of refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance constitutes 

a blatant aggression against God's law, a denial and ingratitude of a 

command decreed by God, a departure from the circle of faith, an unjust 

consumption of people's money, and family disobedience between brothers 

and relatives. Its disadvantages have spread in rural Egypt and some of its 

cities in recent decades. The spread of this phenomenon has contributed to 

family disintegration, the spread of hatred and animosity, and the severing 

of kinship ties that God has made it obligatory to maintain. The study calls 

for taking effective measures to eliminate this phenomenon, including: 

launching advocacy campaigns to clarify the sanctity of this phenomenon 

and its worldly and otherworldly punishment, and calling on the Egyptian 

legislator to intervene to enact an explicit text to tighten the penalties 

stipulated in the Inheritance Law by amending the prescribed penalties to be 

consistent with this crime and the resulting damages by stipulating a prison 

sentence instead of imprisonment, and a daily deterrent fine for each day of 

delay from the date of filing the lawsuit or the date of entitlement to the 

inheritance, whichever is later 

. The most important results of the study were: Inheritance in Islam is a 

compulsory acquisition, so the heirs do not have the right to return the 

inheritance imposed on them, because it enters into their ownership without 

their will. Jurists spoke about the impediments to inheritance, such as 

murder, difference of religion, lack of kinship, or the disappearance of the 

status that requires inheritance, but they did not speak about preventing the 

delivery of the inheritance after it is due, perhaps because it is 

inconceivable. The Egyptian positive legislator delayed in addressing this 

phenomenon until Article 49 was added to the Inheritance Law No. 77 of 

1943, amended by Law No. 219 of 2017, criminalizing the refusal to 

deliver the inheritance in general, thus equating males and females in this 

matter, although most cases are specific to women. There is a clear 

legislative deficiency in protecting women's right to inheritance. The 

penalties stipulated in the Egyptian Inheritance Law are not sufficient to 

eliminate the phenomenon, especially in cases where the estate funds 

exceed millions of pounds or more. On the contrary, their disproportion to 

the act committed may lead to its continuation. The most important 

recommendations of the study were: Raising awareness of the issue of 

refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance through various media outlets. 

Specialists at the National Council for Women contracted with a number of 
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law firms and companies in Egypt's governorates to take over the 

procedures for filing cases and defending women until their rights are 

fulfilled. Amending the provisions of the "Family Insurance System" Fund 

established by Law No. 11 of 2004 and affiliated with Nasser Social Bank 

in a way that allows for the conclusion of an agreement between the Fund 

and the National Council for Women regarding covering the fees for 

lawsuits for refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance - for those who are 

unable to do so - and referring to male heirs as is the case in alimony cases. 

Establishing an electronic portal affiliated with the National Council for 

Women in coordination with the Ministry of Justice to facilitate filing 

lawsuits for refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance, following up on 

their procedures, and completing their documents with the knowledge of 

specialists affiliated with the Council until she obtains her rights. 

Stipulating that refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance is a 

dishonorable crime. Calling on the Ministry of Justice to allocate 

departments for cases of refusing to hand over a woman's inheritance, and 

the Egyptian legislator to follow the example of what the Libyan legislator 

did - more than half a century ago - by issuing Law No. 6 of 1959 AD 

regarding the protection of women's right to inheritance. Submitting the 

draft law for the protection of women's inheritance - prepared by us - to the 

Egyptian House of Representatives with the knowledge of specialists at the 

National Council for Women. 

Keywords: Women's inheritance; Preventing the delivery of inheritance; 

Inheritance law; Eating the inheritance.
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