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Abstract:

This study examines the role of contemporary short stories in developing reading comprehension skills
among learners of Arabic as a second language. It presents an experimental content-based approach using
contemporary short stories by Syrian writer Haifa Bitar. The significance of this study stems from the need
for Arabic language learners who are non-native speakers to enhance these skills and highlight their

importance through reading contemporary short stories.

The study sample consisted of fourth-year students majoring in Arabic Language and Literature at the
University of Tehran. The participants were divided into two equal groups—control and experimental—
each comprising 24 students. The researcher employed a quasi-experimental method for implementing
the proposed content and a survey method for designing the experimental content and research tools,

including a reading comprehension test.

The experimental content was applied over four months. Key findings revealed the effectiveness of
contemporary short stories in improving reading comprehension skills in both groups, with the
experimental group showing a significant advantage, particularly in critical and creative thinking skills.
However, no statistically significant differences were found between the two groups in literal and

interpretive comprehension skills.

Key words: Contemporary short stories, Haifa Bitar, reading comprehension skills, Arabic language

Iearners, non-native speake Is.
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