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Negotiation of the distance in Denshaway's
Pleadings: A Linguistic-argumentative Study in the
Light of the Questioning Theory

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the linguistic forms and
argumentative techniques used to raise or obscure problems in the
pleadings of the Denshaway trial in 1906, which included the public
prosecutor Ibrahim al-Hilbawi, and the three defence lawyers
Muhammad Yiasuf, Ahmad Lutfi al-Sayyid, and Isma‘il ‘Asim, as
well as identifying the problematic dimensions of the discourse of
the four participants, that resulted in criticism from some national
parties outside the trial.

The study suggests that participants’ agreement and
disagreement are demonstrated through how they negotiate distance
in the texts of the pleadings, influenced by their general harmony in
political ideology despite differing perspectives on the historical
incident in Denshaway.

It uses the Questioning Theory of Belgian linguist philosopher
Michel Meyer, which sees the question as the fundamental event in
language and the answer as an apocritic-erotetic unit, constituting
the discursive logos.

It consists of two parts: a theoretical part explaining the
Questioning theory and the historical context, and a practical part
analyzing the means and places of raising or concealing problems.

Keywords: Denshawai Incident, Questioning Theory,
Problematology, Negotiation of the distance, Argumentation.
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Dan Smith. "Problematology." In Encyclopedia of postmodernism. Edited by Victor E.

Taylor and Charles E. Winquist. Routledge, 2001, pp. 315- 316.

2. Meyer, Michel and Marlene L. Cushman. "Argumentation in the Light of a Theory of

Questioning." Philosophy & Rhetoric 15, no. 2, 1982, pp. 81- 82.

3 Ibid, p. 81.
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. Meyer, Michel. "The Interrogative Theory of Meaning and Reference." In Questions

and Questioning. Edited by Michel Meyer. Walter de Gruyter, 1988, p. 136.

2- Meyer, Michel and Marlene L. Cushman. "Argumentation in the Light of a Theory of

Questioning", p. 82.

3. Meyer, Michel. Of Problematolgy. Translated into English by David Jamison & Alan

Hart. The University of Chicago Press, 1995, p. 208.

4. Meyer, Michel and Marlene L. Cushman. "Argumentation in the Light of a Theory of

Questioning", pp. 83- 85.

5- Meyer, Michel and Marlene L. Cushman. "Argumentation in the Light of a Theory of

Questioning", p. 83.

& Meyer, Michel. "The Interrogative Theory of Meaning and Reference", p. 136.
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