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Abstract: Water is the first pillar of the economy and development throughout the ages, as it
was and still is the main factor in the formation and stability of human societies and it has a
decisive role in the formation and progress of any society. The oldest civilizations have
flourished throughout the ages in river valleys, as is the case in ancient Egypt, which was
centered on The banks of the Nile River, while the northwestern coast of Egypt appears
exposed to the water systems in the area west of Alexandria to west of Matrouh, and due to
the different periods of investment of the place, Many population movements coupled with
economic activities of a pastoral style appeared in many settlements during the Greek and
Roman eras, although the climate of ancient Egypt is very similar to what it is today, as it was
a desert and dry climate with little rainfall, which resulted in Creating Bedouin communities.
The study aims to shed light on the water system and its resources in the Greek and Roman
eras, as it received great attention regarding the infrastructure for water management, because
of what the northern coast hides under its sand and requires more archaeological research.
Hence, preserving and taking care of it. Archaeological evidence and historical sources also
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show the extent of the cultural prosperity that occurred in the northwestern coastal region of
Egypt during the Greek and Roman eras regarding water resources and the techniques used,
based on the results of a number of archaeological research and discoveries, and the
documentation of a number of archaeological sites associated with water systems. Water
management, various storage methods (wells - canals - tanks) and sediment logical studies
that were carried out in the region, and how agricultural lands benefited, mainly along the
southern coast, from which water was transported from long distances to be used in irrigating
lands and constructing various architectural buildings, On the other hand, the study indicates
that the spread of deep water wells in the region, which led to the population in that period
relying on groundwater that tended to be saline. The study also reviews the results achieved
by water collection and management in general and draws attention to the necessity of paying
attention to water resources in such areas as these areas are supported using relatively
inexpensive traditional water confinement techniques.

Keywords: wells, cisterns, canals, tanks, northwest coast of Egypt, rainwater management.
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