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Abstract

The theater was an important part of the lives of ancient civilizations. Although ancient
Egyptian civilization did not have theater in its traditional sense, the ancient Egyptians enjoyed
religious plays dating back to 2000 B.C. In ancient Greece, theater flourished in the 5th century
B.C., beginning as part of religious celebrations associated with the worship of the gods,
especially Dionysus. Initially, the Greeks built performance spaces on public grounds in front
of gardens linked to major temples. Even after its development, Greek theater remained a
simple architectural entity. In the Roman era, the Romans adopted and developed Greek theater
by adding their architectural and engineering touches. They used advanced technology to build
theaters on flat lands and introduced new architectural elements such as arches and vaults. The
theater was composed of three main parts: the orchestra, the scene building, and the seating
area "Cavea." Initially, the Greeks utilized the natural slope of hills to build their seats, but
later, the Romans managed to build seating on flat ground, paying great attention to dividing
the seats and organizing the audience's seating according to social classes, while also focusing
on their comfort. The Theater of Hierapolis in Asia Minor is a remarkable example of the
architectural evolution of theaters in the Roman Empire, reflecting the blend of Greek and
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Roman architecture. It is one of the most significant archaeological landmarks in the ancient
city of Hierapolis. The Theater of Hierapolis stands as a prominent example of advanced
Roman architecture, which relied on new construction techniques such as the use of arches and
vaults to support massive stands and distribute sound perfectly to reach every corner of the
theater.

Keywords: Theatre, Greece, Romans, Cavea, Orchestra, Stage, Hierapolis.
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1. Postscaenium 2. Scaenae frons 3. Versura 4. Portae hospitales 5. Porta regia 6. Pulpitum 7.
Frons Pulpitum 8. Orchestra 9. Scalaria 10. Parapet 11. Proedria 12. Aditus Maximus 13.
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of the Vela
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