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Inscriptions on models of women's grave structures from the Shaibanid
dynasty (906-1008 AH/1500-1599 AD) in the city of Samarkand, a
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Summary: The political, social and cultural role of women in Central Asia was reflected on
their Tombstones, in terms of the size of the composition, the material used, and its linguistic
and artistic richness. Central Asian region is riched in many funerary inscriptions that appear
on a large group of tombstones and structures; were made from stone and marble, dating by
different historical periods. The cities of Central Asia include many cemeteries that include
stone and marble grave structures dating back to the Shaybanids era (906-1008 AH / 1500-
1599 AD); they are characterized by containing many written inscriptions executed in a number
of forms of Arabic Calligraphy (especially Thuluth script, Nasta'liq script, and Geometric
shapes Kufic), the contents of these written inscriptions are characterized by their diversity and
linguistic richness, thus reflecting the political, social and religious life of Women of that era.
Hence, | chose to study a number of inscriptions executed on sixteen graves structures
for women of the Shaibani family in the city of Samarkand, -Seven structures in the
Muhammad Shaibani Khan Madrasa, eight structures in the Chehl Dokhtaran Shrine, and one
structure in the Khwaja Obaidullah Ahrar Shrine-, In order to identify their social status through
their different names and titles, which were distinguished by their diversity between: (religious
titles and honorary titles), which is useful in tracing their influence in political and social life
during the Shaibani era, The researcher Depends on the descriptive, analytical, and comparative
methods.
Key words: Inscriptions, women, tomb structures, Samarkand, marble.
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