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Abstract
The journey of the Arabic letter is a long one, intertwined with the rich history of Arab
civilization. Throughout this journey, two primary schools of calligraphy emerged.
The first school adhered to specific rules and foundations, focusing on innovation within
these parameters. Evaluation of calligraphic works within this school was based on adherence
to the established standards and laws of each specific type of calligraphy.
The second school, however, prioritized visual aesthetics and artistic expression. It was
characterized by a more fluid and metaphorical approach, allowing for greater creative
freedom. The standard of beauty in this school varied across eras and artists, as it was not
bound by fixed laws.
This paper aims to explore the metaphorical journey of the Arabic letter and its artistic and
aesthetic values through the following axes:
= Traditional Arabic Calligraphy: Foliated, floral, braided, architectural, and square Kufic,
as well as Tughra calligraphy.
= Ornamental Arabic Calligraphy on Applied Artifacts.
= [llustrated Arabic Fonts: Calligraphy formed into human, animal, or bird shapes.
= Arabic Fonts in European Art.
= Arabic Letter Painting.
Ultimately, this paper seeks to highlight the historical roots of metaphor in Arabic
calligraphy, which predate its explicit manifestation in Arabic letter painting.
Key Words: Hurufiyya, Arabic calligraphy, letter, metaphor, formation.
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