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An Archaeological and Artistic Study of the Bronze Cauldron at the
Ahmed Al-Yasawi Mausoleum in the City of Turkestan in the Republic of
Kazakhstan
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Abstract
The mausoleum of Ahmed Al-Yasawi in the city of Turkestan in the Republic of
Kazakhstan includes many metal products that were donated to the mausoleum by Emir
Timur, including the bronze cauldron, which was made specifically for the mausoleum by
order of Amir Timur and is distinguished by its massiveness. This cauldron was filled with
sweetened water and then distributed to people as a tribute to the visitors after Friday prayers,
in the belief that it was healing water. For the first time, this huge size of bronze cauldrons is
seen compared to those ones produced in the first centuries of the Hijri era in Iran and Central
Asia. The manufacturer relied on the distinctive shape of the cauldron, so we have not
received cauldrons with that shape, with a swollen body and a raised base, as it resembles a
cup. The artist also relied in his decoration on inscriptions more than plant decorations and
geometric shapes. The research aims to give an artistic allusion of the form of metal artifacts
in the early period of the Timurid era, starting from the 9™ century AH / 14" century AD, by
studying the cauldron, investigating the raw material, manufacturing methods, decoration,
and artistic features of metal artifacts in that historical period, and analyzing the decorations
and inscriptions.
Keywords: Cauldron, Bronze, Mausoleum, Ahmed Al-Yasawi, Amir Timur, decoration,
Inscriptions.
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