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Abstract

Astronomy is considered one of the ancient sciences known to various civilizations, such as
the Romans, Greeks, Egyptians, and pre-Islamic Arabs. Muslims inherited this science and
excelled in it, adding significant contributions. Their interest in astronomy was primarily
religious, as it helped them determine important religious matters such as the months of Hajj
and Ramadan. Additionally, it aided in determining the direction of the Qibla (the direction
Muslims face during prayer). Furthermore, astronomy played a role in their daily lives and
economic activities. Farmers benefited from knowing the seasons of rainfall, sailors relied on
celestial navigation in seas and oceans, and travelers used the stars to navigate through
deserts and wilderness.

All of these factors, among others, motivated Muslims to take the lead in the field of
astronomy. Western Europe acquired much of the knowledge in this field from Muslims and
translated and studied the key works authored by Muslim astronomers. Their writings often
highlighted the superiority of Muslims in this science.

This paper will present some of the efforts of Orientalists in preserving and studying the
works of Muslim astronomers in the field of astronomy. It will also explore the opinions of
Orientalists regarding Muslim astronomers, shedding light on the contributions of Muslims in
this field.

Keywords: Astronomy, Orientalists, Muslim astronomers, Islamic astronomy.
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