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The insignia of rule (mahi-Maratib) and the Coat of Arms of the Nawabs of
Awadh (1134-1273 AH/1722-1857 AD) In the light of the images of albums,
applied artifacts, buildings and manuscripts, a comparative artistic
archaeological study
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Abstract

This research aims to identify the royal insignia of the Nawab of Awadh rulers, which began
to appear in albums at the end of the eighteenth-century AD. It initially appeared in the form
of flags topped by the Mahi -Maratib or Fish insignia. The Nawab of Awadh then used it as a
badge of rule over their buildings. It was in the form of two double fish with a lotus flower
between them. It appeared either curved so that its tail almost touched its mouth or extended
lengthwise. Starting from the beginning of the nineteenth century AD, it developed and was
implemented on fabric in the form of a human body in a feminine form and a fish tail, which
is known as the mermaid or the sea bride. The research also aims to identify the royal emblem
of the Nawab of Awadh, which began to appear during the reign of King Ghazi Uddin Haider
when he gained independence from the Mughal emperors in India in1233.A.H/1818. A.D. It
was used on buildings, applied artifacts, Manuscripts, aloums, and even included coins. This
emblem continued with some developments during the reign of Ghazi Uddin’s successors until
the last Nawab of Awadh, Wajid Ali Shah.

Keywords: insignia, Coat of Arms, Nawab of Awadh, Lucknow, Albums.
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. Guy, J.,, & Britschgi, J, Wonder of the age: master painters of India, 1100-1900.
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History of Lucknow, p.20; Hamid, Lucknow, p.3.
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