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selected examples of his works
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Abstract:

The Ottoman School flourished in the arts of book, and its calligrapher innovated, and left a
wonderful impact that is considered one of the most beautiful of the Qur’ans, manuscripts, and
others ever written by Muslim calligraphers. Over the centuries, this school has witnessed the
brilliance of many great calligraphers, such as: Sheikh Hamdallah Al-Amasi, the calligrapher
Ahmed Qara Husari, the calligrapher Al-Hafiz Othman, and other calligraphers whose
biographies filled the books of Arabic calligraphy. While most historical sources and
specialized references neglected to mention many other names of calligraphers who contributed
significantly to the development of the art of calligraphy in the Ottoman era.

Among the most important of these names, which the sources neglected to mention, is the
Turkish calligrapher Mustafa Dede ibn Sheikh Hamdallah Al-Amasi, who inherited from his
father the good calligraphy, its accuracy, and its mastery. He was one of the seven professors
in the art of calligraphy in Anatolia, and this study sheds light on this Turkish calligrapher who
has not been extensively studied. Scientific knowledge - whether ancient or modern - is his
right, as we can hardly find information about him in Arabic calligraphy sources and references
except for some scant information.

This study aims to introduce the calligrapher Mustafa Dede and his family, and to get to know
his teachers from whom he studied and learned in the field of calligraphy and the most
important people who later studied under him, in addition to studying examples of his
manuscripts, which varied between noble Qur’ans. He wrote prayers books, En’am Sharif, and
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learned the calligraphic features of the manuscripts that he copied as one of the seven masters
of the art of calligraphy in Anatolia.

The researcher followed the descriptive and analytical approaches, by dividing the research
into three main sections. The first section deals with the emergence of the calligrapher Mustafa
Dede and the introduction to his teachers and most prominent students. The second section
deals with the descriptive study of examples of his manuscripts. The third section, it deals with
the analytical study. For his style.

Key Words: Mustafa Dede, Ustadan- Iseb’a, Naskh, Holey Qur’ans, books of prayer, En’am
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