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Abstract:

Muslims have paid attention to Mecca and Medina since the early Islamic eras. The
Ottomans’ interest in Mecca and Medina increased throughout their rule. They used to send
the Imperial Surrah, which was an annual sum of money sent to the people of Mecca and
Medina during the Hajj season. This Surrah did not stop being sent even during the most
difficult times of the Ottoman Caliphate. The Ferashet bags were among the loads of the
Surrah procession. Those who cleaned the Kaaba, the circumambulation area, and the grave
of the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, in Medina were called farrash. Some
of the people of Istanbul used to appoint farrashin as their representatives with the intention
of performing these sacred services, and they would help those who performed this noble
service with gifts and money.

From this, a group of Ferashet bags reached us, which are considered important
historical documents due to the Documentary Inscriptions. My attention was drawn to a bag
preserved in the Mevlana Museum in Konya, which | photographed during my visit to this
city. This is what prompted me to choose this topic, in addition to the lack of Turkish and
Arabic references and research that discuss these bags in general. There is also research that
deals with these bags as Postal bags only. Moreover, the card of the bag preserved in the
Mevlana Museum in Konya described it as a Postal bag.

So I chose six of Ferashet bags made of leather to withstand travel and long distances.
The name of the sender and his address were engraved on one side, while the name of the
recipient and his address were engraved on the other side with silk threads. The information
written on these bags was of great importance because it provided us with the names of
people and their jobs and the names of regions, whether in Medina or Mecca or Istanbul, and
other information that the study reached. As for the Imperial Surrah, I chose two Surrah, one
dating back to Sultan Abdulhamid 1l (1293-1327 AH / 1876-1909 AD), and the other dating
back to the reign of Sultan Muhammad Rashad V. (1327-1336 AH / 1909-1918 AD). The
name of the Sultan, his titles, the place to which the Surrah was sent, and the numbers of the
coins sent were written on them.

Key words: Inscriptions, Ferashet bags, the Imperial surrah, Istanbul, Mecca, Medina
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