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Military Fortifications in Mecca in the Ottoman era: Ajyad citadel as a
model, A new documentary archaeological study
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Abstract:

This research conducts a documentary archaeological study of the military fortifications in
Mecca in the Ottoman era, taking Ajyad Citadel as a model for the study. It tackles the
history of the construction of the Citadel, as well as the stages of the development of its
construction and restoration as reported in the documents. The study includes the
architectural plan of Ajyad Citadel, of which nothing remains today, since it was demolished
and its location was taken as part of the expansions of the Holy Mosque in Mecca. An
analytical study was conducted of Ajyad Citadel, comparing it to the Ottoman Citadels in
Hijaz in terms of planning and architectural elements, such as the La’la and Hindi Citadels,
the military barracks and the towers that spread during this period. In examining and
describing the citadel, the researcher relied on important documents that were not published
before. The diagram of the citadel contained in such documents was appended to the
research, and some models of the horizontal layout, facades, and sectors were made, based on
the description stated in several documents published for the first time after being translated.
Also, the important information contained therein on the attention the citadel received was
analyzed, including information on its construction or restoration, and its importance and use
as military barracks for Ottoman soldiers.
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