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The mosque Lamp and Its Symbolism on Mamlik and Ottoman Coinage
In light of New Unpublished specimens
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Abstract:

The mosque lamp (Kandil) is one of the most important artificial lighting devices that
was inscribed on Islamic coins. It was inscribed on the copper coins (fultis) in the Bahri
Mamliik period during the reign of Sultan Al-Nasir Hassan b.Qalawun (748-752 AH /1347-
1351AD)&(755-762 AH /1354-1361 AD), then it appeared at the end of the Burji Mamliik
period on the copper coins of Sultan Al-Ashraf Qansuh Al-Ghuri (906-922 AH/1501-1516
AD). In addition, it was also inscribed on Ottoman copper coins, which is known as Manghir,
in the reign of Murad III b. Selim IT (982-1003 AH /1574-1595 AD), besides it appeared on
the copper coins of his son Sultan Mehmed IIT (1003-1012 AH/1595-1603 AD).

The mosque lamp appeared on Islamic coins, specifically on copper coins, because it
has a great religious importance, it symbolizes the light of God, and his manifestation in the
universe, as a source of light, in addition to being an important decorative element.

This research focuses on studying Islamic coins bearing the mosque lamp pattern, and
explaining the reasons for inscribing it on coins, and its symbolism, through publishing and
studying new specimens of these coins, some of which have never been published or studied
before, and others have never been studied before.
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