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Research Abstract: 

Following the international community's exploration of e-

commerce and the transformation of the economic landscape 

into a platform for emerging phenomena such as the digital 

economy, with its cornerstone being digital trade, attention 

has turned to international law in an attempt to regulate and 

develop this nascent trade. This study seeks to define the 

concept of the digital economy and distinguish it from one of 

its key pillars, digital trade. To further emphasize the 

importance of the topic, the study also examines the role of 

regional and bilateral cooperation in regulating digital trade, 

highlighting notable examples. Additionally, recognizing the 

importance of international cooperation, the research 

addresses the role of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 

as a multilateral forum in developing and regulating digital 
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trade. However, the development and regulation of digital 

trade face numerous challenges, such as cybersecurity, 

privacy protection, and efforts to safeguard data, whether 

through governmental attempts to localize it or companies’ 

restrictions on access. These challenges represent significant 

obstacles to the growth and effective regulation of digital 

trade. The study aims to explore and clarify these key 

concepts while shedding light on the efforts to overcome these 

obstacles. 
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commissioned or first made available on commercial 

terms in the territory of another Party, or to digital 

products of which the author, performer, producer, 

developer or owner is a person of another Party, than 

it accords to other like digital products.  

2. Paragraph 1 shall not apply to the extent of any inconsistency with 

the rights and obligations in Chapter 18 (Intellectual 

Property).  

3. The Parties understand that this Article does not apply to subsidies 

or grants provided by a Party, including government-

supported loans, guarantees and insurance.  

4. This Article shall not apply to broadcasting. (CPTPP) 
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