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Abstract: "

This study highlights textual reference as one of the fundamental pillars
in achieving textual cohesion within the texts of Fetha Nagast &+h

77/ % “The Laws of the Kings", one of the oldest and most significant
legal sources in Ethiopian heritage, serving as the foundation of the current
civil law in Ethiopia’s constitution. The research focuses on analyzing
textual references in the Ge'ez (Ethiopic) section of the book, examining
various aspects of reference, such as personal pronouns, demonstrative
pronouns, comparative reference, and relative pronouns, while illustrating
the role of these elements in building relationships between different parts of
the text.

The study is based on the hypothesis that textual reference is not merely a
means of linking sentences but represents a profound linguistic network that
contributes to maintaining the coherence of the text across its various parts.
By analyzing the linguistic and cultural dimensions that influence the
comprehension of legal texts within their Ethiopian context, and employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the study uncovers the ways in which
textual references are utilized to create consistency and cohesion within legal
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texts. It also emphasizes the cultural and cognitive frameworks shaping this
usage.

The study concludes that textual references in &dh 172 Fetha
Nagast manifest in multiple forms, including internal reference (endophora),
which links elements within the text itself, and external reference (exophora),
which relies on shared conventions between the text’s author and its intended
audience, thereby enhancing the understanding of legal texts in their local
context. The study highlights the pivotal role of pronouns and demonstrative
pronouns as primary tools of textual reference, used to establish semantic
links within texts. Additionally, it addresses comparative reference as a
means to elucidate relationships between texts, shedding light on similarities
or differences.

The research ultimately finds that textual reference is not merely a linguistic
device but a dynamic tool that contributes to constructing and maintaining
textual cohesion. Its reliance on linguistic and cultural contexts ensures the
enhancement of textual consistency over time.
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