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Abstract

Iranian society before Islam was distinctly stratified, with the population
divided into various social classes. Movement between these classes was rare
and severely limited. Although many Iranian scholars have attempted to
claim that slavery did not exist in pre-Islamic Iran, asserting that slavery only
emerged with the advent of Islam, Pahlavi Persian sources reveal that
throughout pre-Islamic Iranian history, especially during the Sassanian era,
slaves were widely used in a variety of tasks and duties. These included
serving in royal palaces, noble households, and even in religious and military
roles. Slaves were typically either Iranians themselves or war captives.

This research aims to examine the conditions of slaves in Iranian
society during the Sassanian period, shedding light on the roles they were
assigned. It also explores the involvement of Zoroastrian clergy in promoting
slavery and the extent to which slaves were employed in fire temples.
Additionally, the study investigates the economic conditions of slaves, the
laws governing them, and their participation in social movements and revolts
in Sassanian Iran, such as the Mazdakite movement. The researcher employs
a historical methodology in this study.
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*. Ran Zadok: Elamites and Other Peoples from Iran and the Persian Gulf Region in Early
Mesopotamian Sources, Published By: Taylor & Francis, Ltd.,1994, P32.

- David Lewis: Near Eastern Slaves in Classical Atikka and the Slave Trade with Persian
Territories. The Classical Quarterly New Series, London 2011, p 93-94.
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% The Cambridge history of Iran: Iranian Society and Law, Cambridge University Press,

V.3, 1986, P635.

2% _ Maria Macuch: BARDA and BARDA-DARI ii. In the Sasanian period, Vol. 111, Fasc.
7,1988 p764.
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%0 _ Maria Macuch: BARDA and BARDA-DARI ii. In the Sasanian period, p764.
31 _Jany Janos :Sasanian Law , Catholic University, Budapest,Hungary 2010, p4.
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3 Aleksander Engeskaug: The Economy of Zoroastrian Priests and Fire Temples in Sasanian
Iran, PhD diss., London, University of London, 2023, P41.
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.M. Boyce, The Pious Foundations of the Zoroastrians, Bulletin of the School of Oriental
and African Studies 31 (1968): 270-89

. Sh. Shaked: For the Sake of the Soul, A Zoroastrian Idea in Transmission into Islam,
Jerusalem Studies in Arabic and Islam 1990, P 17.

% John R. Hinnells, Mary Boyce: CHARITABLE FOUNDATIONS (MPers. ruwanagan lit.
“relating to the soul), pious endow-ments to benefit the souls of the dead, as specified by
the individual founders, Vol. V, Fasc. 4, 1991, p. 380-385.

*’_ Nazanin Tamari: Zoroastrian Fire Foundations: A Portrait of Slaves and Slaveholders, A
Journal of Slave and Post-Slave Studies VVolume 44, 2023, P698.
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