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Barriers to inclusion for children with autism spectrum disorder in
regular schools from the perspective of their teachers in Al-Ahsa
Governorate

DR. Mohammed Saleh A Buobaid
Assistant Professor
Special Education Department-College of Education
King Faisal University

Abstract

The current study aimed to discuss barriers to inclusive education for children
with autism spectrum disorder into regular schools. This study used the
qualitative approach to collect data from Y © teachers who provide educational
services to children with autism spectrum disorder in Al-Ahsa Governorate,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The researcher used the standardized interview
method as a tool to collect data from regular classroom teachers participating
in the current study. The interview questions schedule included two main
sections: the first section included questions aimed to collect demographic
information from the participants, while the second section included questions
aimed to collect information from the participants regarding the barriers to
integrating children with ASD in regular schools. The results found a number
of barriers that can be classified into five main categories: (1) barriers in
relation to the characteristics and traits of children with autism spectrum
disorder and their educational needs, (V) barriers related to teachers and school
curriculum, (V) barriers pertained to school administration, () barriers related
to support services and family collaboration, (©) barriers concerning school
community. The study provided theoretical recommendations related to
directing researchers to conduct future research around this topic, and
practical implementations for schools, teachers, parents, and policymakers to
ensure avoiding or reducing barriers that hinder inclusive education for ASD
students into regular schools.

Key words: Barriers to inclusion, children, autism spectrum disorder, regular
schools.
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