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The Canopic Dome of the Church of the Virgin Mary in Al-Shamiya: A
Comparative Archaeological and Artistic Study of Its Historical Origins
(Published for the First Time)
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Abstract:

The research explores the origin, historical and functional dimension of the Canopic dome that covers
the Coptic altars in Egyptian churches, and examines the origin and meaning of the Canopic dome as
an architectural and archaeological term to deduce from it the function and symbolism of the Canopic
dome, the reasons for its use, and the time of its appearance. It also presents a simple attempt to
classify the types and shapes of the Coptic Canopic domes that were used to cover the Coptic altars in
Coptic churches. The dome of the altar of the Church of the Virgin Mary in the village of Al-
Shamiya, Sahel Selim, Assiut Governorate, is a unique and rare example of the style of canopic
domes covering the altar, and it deserves study and documentation. These Canopic domes of different
types were not limited to the imagination and design of the Coptic architect, but we also find them
beloved by the Coptic artist; he drew them on the walls of churches, especially in the parts close to the
sanctuary, as we saw in the semicircle apse located north of the sanctuary of the Church of Saint Ava
Fana in its monastery located in the desert and quarries Bani Khaled, Atlidem village, Abu Qurgas
city, Minya Governorate. The Egyptian Coptic Canopic domes influenced Christian art in the world,;
this authentic Egyptian architectural element was transferred to Europe and Asia, not only in Christian
architecture but also in Christian arts. The most beautiful example of this is a Chinese porcelain plate
from the Qing Dynasty preserved in the British Museum in London, dating back to between 1715 -
1725 AD.
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W24, 1233 AN Miail - O, Ernad Borahirn - Cullook

In the first instance, | would like to thank you and appreciate your efforts that appear clearly
in British Museum in serve a enarmous sector of researchers whose concerned of
archaeology and assistant science.

currently, | am working on a research entitled: "The Coptic Canopic Dome: A New Study of
Its Historical Origins, Forms, Symbolism and Functions, Applied to Some Models "An Artistic
Archaeological Study".

So, | hope to grant me with your generosity and courtesy a permission to study a plate under
number Franks. 597, back o Qing dvnasty (1715 1725), made of golden porceilan, gilded
and red enamelled porcelain made in China: Jiangxi (province): Jingdezhen, decorated with
a scene of the baptisn of Christ. All of that, | just need of this plate a study of drawing of the
umbrella with a dowe on top of it, with its rays falling on the umbrella.

I aknowledge, i will use this object (plate) and study in scientific and publish research only,
not profit with published it in books or albums or sall it

My Regards

Or. Emad adel abraham

Lecturer of Coplic Architecture and arts

Faculty of archaeology - Luxor University

Luxour - Egypt

Frltos bk e, cor il ik ool is A O RSO EN DA ml AL TE Z TN CImZ C1 MDA LTHIO TR ESFh WO E MO AR EF 2r]GhMajipayvag S0eu . 242
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BIWN24, 12:33 AN Mail - Dv. Emad lorahinn - Cullcok

RE: | need personal permission

BMCO Saleslmages <Saleslmages@britishmuseum.org>
Mon 9/9/2024 10:27 AM

To:Dr. Emad lbrahim <dr.emad.ibrahim@farch luxcredueg>

Dear Dr. Emad adel abraham

Thank you for your email.

You may be able to use the free non-commercial image service. Images are now available under the Creative
Commons, Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International licence.

Please read the terms and conditicns via the link below to verify whether you fit the criteria?
hitpuiiveeaec beitishmuseum.orglaboutl_this_sileflerms_of_usel/copyrighl_and_permissions.aspx

You can then search objects in the dalabase (link below), register (by clicking on ‘Use digital image' below the
image you require} and arder images direclly from the website:

hitp:flwwew britishmuseum.orglresearchisearch_the collection_database.aspx

Please note that the online confirmation you receive will have to suffice for permission should you
choose to take advantage of the service. The nen-commercial image service does notinclude
personalised advice and guidance, and is inde hi 11 ing services. The

service is entirely self-regulating and we are unable to offer further assistance or documentation
should you wish to process your order through the service.

If you experience any technical difficulties when ordering images via the online service please contact

the Museum info team at info@britishmuseum.org

Images obtained through the free online image download service are in Jpeg format, with 1,600 pixels at the
longest edge and can be reproduced at a maximum of 21cms (AS) when printed at 300dpi. The images
featurad on the online database sile will have baen created for a variety of Museum purposes and may vary in
quality. many may not have been cclour managed or cleaned.

If you find that you do not qualify for the service or that any images you require are nol available or of a suilable
standard for your intended use, you are welcome to contact British Museum Images. | weould be happy to assist
you further though | must make you aware that any images thal require supplying andfor licensing direclly by
us rather than via the Museum's online service will be subject to reproduction, producticn and/or delivery fees.
Kind regards,

Elizabeth

The information in this email is classified as OFFICIAL

From: Dr. Emad Ibrahim <dr.emad.ibrahim@farch.luxcredu.eg=>
Sent: Saturday, September 7, 2024 8:45 AM

To: BMCO Saleslmages <Saleslmages@britishmuseum.org>
Subject: | need personal permission

Dear, Director of British Museum
My Greetings

htps fouthsok.offica. comimailinboxSAfAA QKADKINDAMmILTBIZTIMINDIMZ C1 BNDMALTNIO TUM GFiNWOSMOAQAEFZrJGMajpAva SOeuld. . 102
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