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assigning tasks beyond one’s capacity in Ash’arite

Abstract:

This study aims to present the opinion of the Ash‘ari school on an important. intricate.
and contentious issue in the discipline of Islamic theology (kalam): the issue of being
tasked with what is beyond one’s capacity. The study explores the concept of this issue
from the perspectives of rational possibility and actual occurrence: as well as its
dimensions related to revelation. reason. the actions of Allah Almighty. human deeds.
and moral responsibility. These are among the topics that were heavily debated by early
Islamic sects. The significance of this issue lies in its connection to the relationship
between humans and their Creator. Almighty Allah.

When examining the Ash‘ari school. which is one of the most prominent and
influential theological sects in the Islamic tradition. both historically and
contemporarily—especially due to its notable impact on some Muslim scholars and
thinkers—it becomes clear that they were among the first Islamic sects to contribute
their perspective on this issue.

The research problem centers on addressing key questions such as: What does it mean to
be tasked with what is beyond one’s capacity? Does Allah. Almighty. burden His servants with
duties that they are incapable of performing. refraining from. or fulfilling due to their limited
abilities and capacities? What is the stance of the Ash‘ari school on this issue? What are the
arguments and evidence they presented to support their position?

As for the research methodology. the study employed both the inductive and analytical
methods.

Among the most notable conclusions reached in this study are the following: that
obligation (taklif) is one of Allah’s actions; that the issue of being tasked with what is
beyond one’s capacity has preoccupied Islamic thought for a considerable time; that all
of Allah’s actions are based on justice and wisdom; that obligation is never arbitrary or
devoid of purpose; that the Ash‘ari school maintains that Allah has the power to task His
servants with what is beyond their capacity because He does whatever He wills. and He
is not questioned about His actions. whereas they are questioned about theirs; and that.
in practice. Allah does not task His servants with what they are incapable of performing
or achieving.

Keywords: assignment. intolerable. impossible. Ash'ari.
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