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The Status of Reliance ( Tawakkul) According to Abu
Talib al-Makki and Its Relation to Predestination
and Free Will

Abstract

The early Sufis acknowledged one of the core attributes of
divinity in the Quran: Allah’s exclusive possession of infinite,
eternal knowledge and absolute will. They believed that true
divinity was reflected in Allah’s direct control over the created
universe, done through His omnipotence and command,
affecting humanity's lives. Allah’s decree manifests according
to divine will for every event or thing in the universe.
Therefore, The present study aims to highlight the early Sufis’
stance on the Quran and the Prophet’s teachings as
represented by Abu Talib al-Makki, and to understand their
impact on preserving Islamic doctrine. It focuses on their
concept of predestination (Qadar) and human freedom and
responsibility for actions. The study also provides a
comprehensive analysis of the status of reliance (7awakkul)
and its relation to predestination and free will among early
Sufis, especially Abu Talib al-Makki, and its relevance in
contemporary life. It seeks to highlight the importance of
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Tawakkul among Sufis, revealing Abu Talib al-Makki’s Sufi
personality, which contributed significantly to Sufi thought
and Islamic thought in general. The study adopts critical,
descriptive, inferential, and historical approaches, particularly
concerning predestination and free will in relation to the status
of reliance. The study concludes with findings and
recommendations, clarifying the relationship between reliance
and predestination and free will, and its impact on human

freedom and actions.

Keywords: Predestination, Free will, Reliance, Makki,

Status, Sufis.
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