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Abstract
This research explores the eastern borders of Egypt
during the New Kingdom, with a focus on the
"Fortresses of the Ways of Horus" project, one of the
most significant military strategic initiatives undertaken
by King Seti | to ensure the security and safety of
Egypt's eastern borders. The ancient Egyptians
recognized the critical importance of securing their
eastern borders after a difficult period the country had
experienced, and the Horus Road, which connected
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Egypt to the Levant, became a central point in Egypt's
defense strategy.

The study demonstrates that the Ways of Horus
project consisted of constructing a series of military
fortifications along the northern Sinai coast, aimed at
securing trade routes and protecting Egypt from
external threats. Recent archaeological discoveries
also reveal that Sinai was not merely a border region
but an integral part of Egypt's strategy to expand its
influence in the Levant .The research further delves
into the geographical characteristics of Egypt's eastern
entrance, including the course of the Pelusiac Branch
of the Nile and its tributaries, highlighting the
importance of building military fortifications to protect
these vital areas. In doing so, the research reflects the
evolution of Egypt's national security concept and how
effective strategies were implemented to ensure
Egypt's stability and security during this critical peripd.
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Eastern Nile Delta, (Oxford University Press, 1981), Mortimer
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% Bietak op. cit, p.271-283; Marcolongo B., Evolution du
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* Hoffmeier J. K. & Moshier S. O., “New Paleo-Environmental
Evidence from North Sinai to Complement Manfred Bietak’s Map of
the Eastern Delta and Some Historical Implications,” in Timelines:
Studies in Honour of Manfred Bietak Il (Leuven: Peeters, 2006),
p.167-176.

> Moshier S. O., and El-Kalani A., "Paleogeography along the ancient
Ways of Horus (late Bronze Age) in northwest Sinai, Egypt",
Geoarchaeology 23 (2008), p.450-473.

® Gardiner A. H., "The Ancient Military Road between Egypt and
Palestine,” Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 6 (1920), pp.99-116,
Valbelle D., " La (Les) Route(s)-D’Horus", in Hommages Jean
Leclant vol.4 Bibliotheque de [’ecole des Hautes etudes 106 (Cairo:
IFAO, 1994), pp.379-86; Valbelle D., “One More Time, “The Way(s)-
of-Horus”, PP.1607-1613 in: guardian of Ancient Egypt, studies in
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ancient Egyptian highway of North Sinai: the ways of Horus”, pp.348-
354 in: Tell el-Borg |1, edited by J. K. Hoffmeier, 2019.

" Valbelle op. cit., 1994, p.386; Valbelle op. cit., 2020.

® Hassan S., Excavations at Giza VII, (1935-1936). The mastaba of the
seventh season and their description. Cairo 1953, pp.49-50, fig.40,42,
pl.28; Porter and Moss /Topographical Bibliography of Ancient
Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs, and Paintings 111, 238; Sethe K.,
Die altaegyptischen Pyramidentexte, Erster Band (Leipzing, 1908),
607a-b,326; Maspero G., "La pyramide du roi Teti", Rec. trav. V
(1884), p.24; Sethe K., "Ubersetzung und Kommentar IllI, (1945),
p.125; Lichtheim M., Ancient Egyptian Literature, Vol. 1l : The New
Kingdom (Berkeley, 1976), p.103,108; Kurt Sethe, Urkunden der 18
Dynastie (Berlin, 1961), 1V,237.

% Lichtheim op. cit., pp.184-85; Foster J.L., « Some commentes on
Khety’s instructions for littel Pepi on his way to school (satire on the
trades) », in Gold of Praise: Studies on Ancient Egypt in Honor of
Edward F. Wente, E. Teeter and J.A. Larson, eds. (Chicago, 1999),
pp.121-29.
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1% Gardiner, op. cit. (1920), p.103; Gardiner A.H., Egyptian Hieratic
Texts, part 1 (1911), p.28-30; Gardiner A., Late-Egyptian
Miscellanies, Bruxelles (1937), p.69-70.

1 Gardiner, op. cit. (1920), p.103
12 Sethe K., "Der name Sesostris," ZAS 41, pp.53-57
13 Gardiner, op. cit. (1937), pp.69-70
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% Hoffmeier J.K., and Bull R., "New inscriptions mentioning Tjarou
from Tell el-Borg, North Sinai”, RA'E 56 (2005), p.86 (PI.XIV,XV).

> Oren E., "The ways of Horus in North Sinai", p.79, fig.4 [in:] A.F.
Rainey (ed.) Egypt, Israel, Sinai. Archaeological and Historical
relationships in the biblical period, Tel Aviv

1% Gardiner, op. cit. (1920), pp.107-09, pl.XI

7 Kitchen K., Ramesside Inscriptions: Translated, and Annotated,
vols. V (Oxford, 1993), pp.33,16

8 Caminos R., Late-Egyptian Miscellanies, London, (1954), pp.254-
55

19 Gardiner, op. cit., (1911), pp.29,38
2% Gardiner, op. cit., (1920), p.108.

21 Valbelle D., "Enter ’Egpyte et la Palestine, Tell el-Herr", BSFE
109 (1987), pp.24-38;

Valbelle D., "Recherche archaeologiques revents dans le Nord-Sinai”,
CRIPLE 9 (1989), pp.594-607; Redford D., Egypt, Canaan and Israel
in ancient times, Princeton university press 1992, p.360, 410, 457

22 Oren E., "Migdol: A New fortress on the edge of the eastern Nile
delta," Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, no.256,
(1984), pp.7-44

2% Gardiner op. cit., (1920), p.103
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2% Gardiner op. cit., (1920), p.113

2> Abd el Magsoud M., el-Hegazy A., "Villes oubliees du Sinai Nord”,
Archaeologia 159 (1981), pp.37-41; Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta
(1982), no.51, p.442 (23).
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26 Clédat J., "Note sur I'lsthme de Suez", BIFAO 22, (1923), p.155
2" Gardiner op. cit., (1920), p.103

%8 |bid, p.111

2% Gardiner op. cit., (1911), p.29

* Ibid

' Gardiner op. cit., (1920), p.112; Kitchen K., Ramesside
Inscriptions: Translated, and Annotated, vols. | (Oxford, 1993), 8:1

% bid, 8:2
3% Gardiner op. cit., (1911), p.29
3 Clédat op. cit., (1923), p.157

%% Oren E., "The ways of Horus in North Sinai," pp.69-119 [in:] A.F.
Rainey (ed.) Egypt, lIsrael, Sinai. Archaeological and Historical
relationships in the biblical period, Tel Aviv, (1987), pp.80-97

% Gardiner op. cit., (1920), p.112-113
37 Gardiner op. cit., (1911), p.29
%8 Ibid, pp.29, 38

% Gardiner op. cit., (1920), pp.99-116 (PLs. XI-XI1); Petrie W.M.F.,
Murray A.S. and Griffith F.L., Tanis II: Nebesheh (Am) and Defenneh
(Tahpanhes), The Egypt Exploration fund Memoir no.4, London.
(1888), pp.97-104

“ Oren op. cit., (1987), pp.69-114

* For the site of Tell Heboua I, 11, 111 and IV see: Abd el Magsoud M.,
"Un monument du roi 'Aa-sH-r' nHsy Tell Haboua (Sinai Nord),
ASAE 69 (1983), pp.3-5; Abd el Magsoud M., "Fouilles recentes au
Nord-Sinai sur le site de Tell el-Herr. Premiere saison: 1984-1985”,
CRIPEL 8 (1986), pp.15-16; Dorner J., and D. Aston, "Pottery from
Hebua 1V/ south — preliminary Report”, CCE 5 (1997), pp.41-46; Abd
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el-Maksoud M., Abd el-Alim E., “The Ramesside fortresses at Tjaru
(Tell Heboua I, II): excavations on the eastern gate of Egypt”. In:
Perspectives on the Ramesside military system, proceedings of the
international conference (2023), pp.17-42.

*2 Redford D., Egypt, Canaan and Israel in ancient times, Princeton
university press 1992, p.128.

*3 Abd el-Maksoud op. cit., (2023), p.20

* Bjorkman G.,"Neby, The Mayor of Tharw in the reign of Tuthmosis
IV", JARCE 11 (1974),p.48

> Bjérkman op. cit., (1974), p.4¢ Schulman A.R., Military rank, title,
and organization in the Egyptian New kingdom (1964), p.135, 147.

% Gregory M.D., International relations between Egypt, Sinai, and
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