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The Justification of Fighting in Islam and its
Contemporary Applications:

A Comparative Jurisprudential Study

Abstract

Islam is a comprehensive religion in its words,
actions, commands, and prohibitions. If people were to
follow 1its teachings without excess or negligence,
humanity would attain unparalleled happiness. Islam
has addressed every matter, big or small, either
explicitly or implicitly, known to those who have
knowledge and unknown to those who do not. Islam
has also set texts, rules, and principles necessary for
human interactions, whether among Muslims or
between Muslims and non-Muslims, to prevent
deviation and mistreatment. Any deviation in practice

does not represent Islam.

One of the most frequently raised issues about
[slam 1is the justification for combat, whether with
Muslims or non-Muslims. This study addresses this

question to prevent Islam from being misrepresented by
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those with distorted views. It clarifies the difference
between killing and fighting, emphasizing that the
default in Islam is peace, not war or fighting. Fighting
may occur with Muslims if they are rebels or aggressors.
For non-Muslims, their blood is generally protected, as
they live with Muslims under the same rights and
obligations, whether they are dhimmis (protected non-
Muslims) or musta'mins (those granted temporary
protection). However, Islam has specific rules for those

in a state of war (harbis).

[slam permits fighting with non-Muslims only
under strict conditions, specifically during wartime and
with the permission of the head of state. Without such
authorization, no one is allowed to attack another,
whether Muslim or non-Muslim. Claims that the
justification for fighting non-Muslims is their ability to
fight or their non-Muslim status are rejected. This
study provides evidence from the Qur’an, Sunnah, and
jurists’ opinions to refute such claims, emphasizing that
the default is the protection of non-Muslim blood.
Only those driven by personal bias, extremist views, or

440
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insufficient knowledge in Islamic jurisprudence deviate

from this principle.

Keywords: Islam, Harbis, Non-Muslims,

Protection, Security
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