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The Arabic Language between Diglossia and Pragmatic Use

Abstract:
Addressing the phenomenon of diglossia necessitates a fundamental

reassessment of the linguistic landscape from its roots, tracing the phenomenon's
genesis and establishment within the depths of Arabic history, both pre-Islamic
and post-Islamic, and its consequent safeguarding of Classical Arabic (Fusha) on
the one hand, and the enrichment and diversification of vernaculars on the other,
affording speakers of this language a significant sphere for pragmatic language
use throughout all phases of its development.
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In light of the centrality of language use in pragmatic theory, the significance
of studying the phenomenon of diglossia is highlighted through a functional-
communicative approach. Observing the relationship between diglossia and
pragmatic usage in Arabic reveals the phenomenon's roots and historical depth,
commencing roughly a century and a half before Islam, with Proto-Arabic and its
corresponding tribal dialects.

A diachronic analysis of their evolution unveils Classical Arabic (Fusha) and
the vernaculars, along with their interwoven registers of usage, which constituted
early manifestations of diglossia. Therefore, this research aimed to establish the
phenomenon's origins, trace its deep roots, and investigate the impact of its
effects on Arabic throughout all its historical epochs.

The research concluded by identifying five major stages through which
diglossia in Arabic has evolved during its historical course from the pre-Islamic
(Jahiliyya) era to the modern period. Furthermore, the research demonstrated
diglossia's role in maintaining the relative stability of Arabic at one pole,
juxtaposed with the dynamic nature of usage patterns, which have tended
towards change and evolution at the other.

Keywords: Diglossia — Pragmatics — Use - Fus'ha — Dialects - Colloquial
Arabic — Stability — Dynamism.
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K. Krumbacher (1902): Das Problem der neugriechischen Schriftsprache (Fest;ede gehalten in der offentlichen

Sitzung der K.B. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Munchen am 15 Nov.1902).
Revue des études byzantines Année 1904. 47 p. 242.
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= Charles A. Ferguson (1959):
Diglossia, WORD, 15.
= K. Krumbacher (1902):
Das Problem der neugriechischen Schriftsprache (Festrede gehalten in
der offentlichen Sitzung der K.B. Akademie der Wissenschaften zu
Munchen am 15 Nov.1902).
= Levinson, S.C. (1983):
pragmatics. Cambridge University Press.
=  Marcais, W. (1930):
La diglossie arabe, L’Enseignement Public,Vol. 97
= Verschueren,J.(1999):
Understanding Pragmatics, Oxford University Press.
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