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A suggested Model for Measuring The Performance of The Foundations of Sustainability in Iraqi
Universities

Abstract

Sustainability plays major role in higher education, as higher education is a main contributor
to society development and the protection of the environment. Accomplishments of the higher
education in sustainability field will mitigate the impact of the global warming. Universities try to build
a typical model of sustainability approach for their campuses to encourage others to follow it in dealing
To accomplish sustainability of the university campus, a solid research with sustainability.
methodology was adopted to determine the three main directions and stages of building a sustainable
campus. The first stage covers the data collection, the second stage deals with the data analysis and the
conclusion of the trends of development, while the third (final) stage represent the comparative studies
and methodologies. The comparison consists of three experiences; international, regional, and local
experiences. The comparison methodology concludes what to do with the exist structures and what
Current research directions of developments should we follow to achieve sustainable campus.
shows that Iraqi universities ( University of Al-Qadisiyah as a case study) have started in applying
sustainability methodologies, but, unfortunately with very slow steps because of the current situation of
Iraq and the continuous economic deterioration all around the world. The very first step to disseminate
sustainability culture is to redesign the campus using sustainable principles. Exist buildings must be
considered first to modify their energy and water consumption trends and to introduce renewable
energy sources as alternatives to conventional energy sources. Grey waters may be treated for reuse,
solid waste may be recycled, and new roads network can be redesigned to include clean energy
vehicles (bicycles, solar and electrical vehicles). The research concludes the importance of the
dissemination of the sustainability culture to rebuild campuses .A model has been proposed to
measure the performance of sustainability in Iraqi universities in general ,as well as applied to
University of Al-Qadisiyah, the current situation and updated design.
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