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“Ministers de celui qui naquit dans une crèche et mourut sur une croix, remontez à votre origine, 

retrempez – vous volontairement dans la pauvreté, dans la souffrance, et la parole du Dieu souffrant et pauvre 
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reprendra sur nos lèvres son efficacité première. Sans aucun autre appui que cette divine parole, descendez 

comme les douze pêcheurs, au milieu des peuples et recommencez la conquête du monde”. 

Lammenais. 

“L’Eglise est une grande fraternité. Faire d’elle une “Puissance” par une alliance étroite, avec un 

despote puissanr
(16)

 ou un parti puissant c’est corrompre le pouvoir et corrompre l’Eglise. C’est le spectacle 

qu’étale sous nos yeux le monde qui se dit libre et où fleurissent toutes les formes d’hypocrisie sur la base 

d’une Sainte Alliance non plus des rois, mais des capitaux. 

Jean Boullier. 
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“Être différent ce n’est pas un empêchement. Je reconnais l’autre différent. Son droit d’exister 

différent”. 

“Il arrive un moment où je dois accepter”
 (22)

. 
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Abstract 

Acceptance in the novel of the Tasweeni by "Maurice Awad" 

By Heba Al-Ashkar 

"Al-Tasweeni" is a Lebanese Dialect novel by the Lebanese poet Maurice Awad (1934-

2018), It narrates the story of "Miriam," a young nun whose attitudes, questions, actions, and 

conditions encapsulate the experiences of the girls from her generation during the Lebanese 

war. 

 In this study, we employed the psychoanalytic and social methodologies, in addition to 

the religious approach, given that the novel itself is filled with fluctuating and contrasting 

emotions, as if built on a duality of opposites. It presents a struggle oscillating between 

rejection and acceptance, physically within the convent and intellectually outside it. Like every 

orphaned girl from the East, Miriam lives in the convent after losing her family and fears 

society. 

 It is noteworthy that some dialect terms were introduced in the novel, similar to the works 

of Naguib Mahfouz, Youssef El Sebai, Tawfiq Al-Hakim, and Ihsan Abdel Quddous. However, 

we believe that the hidden hands that supported it aimed to use these terms in some dialogues 

under the pretext of realism, reflecting conversations as they occur in reality. For Maurice 

Awad, it might be the first novel entirely written in dialect Lebanese.  

In this study, we will explore the aspect of "acceptance," a part of the duality of 

acceptance and rejection in the character of "Miriam," the young nun who lost her family and 

has only one home left, leading her to resort to monasticism, highlighting the problem of the 

human being in that miserable era, living an internal dual struggle. 

 This novel, written in dialect Lebanese, distinguishes itself from other Arabic novels, 

making it more novel and closer to our minds and spirits, creating a bold, new, Lebanese 

subject, leaning on the couch of Gibran, resting on the bed of holiness, dreaming of eternal truth 

while we are transient. 

 In this study, we address the phenomenon of the religious/psychological conflict 

experienced by the nun Miriam. How is this psychological conflict evident in a person? Are 

there difficulties in choosing the path of monasticism? What are its dangers? Can we build 

walls to defend our feelings within the life or enclosure of monasticism? 
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 Between acceptance and rejection lies the research problem, and in this study, we will 

focus on the factor of acceptance. We do not consider this study the first in the field of 

Lebanese story study, but we believe it is among the few studies that have timidly begun to 

enter the world of storytelling, after studies have exhausted the world of dialect poetry. 

 The aim of this research is to uncover the Miriamite acceptance in "Al-Tasweeni," 

whether it is unconditional, changing, varied, confrontational, challenging, convincing, fleeing, 

or rejecting. 

Keywords: Novel – Dialect – Acceptance – Society – Convent – Monasticism – 

Transformation – War – Family  
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