Annals of the Faculty of Arts Volume 52 (October - December 2024)
http://www.aafu.journals.ekb.eg

(A Refereed Scientific periodica)
The Faculty of Arts Ain shams university

Relevance of Grice’s Theory of Conversation in Famous Testimonies since 2022

Demah Algahtani*

200 s g yal) ASLeal) co il Raala el il IS i 3udaiY) AAl o
dalghtani@su.edu.sa

Abstract: Received: 18/08/2024
This paper evaluates the applicability of Grice’s Accepted: 15/09/2024
cooperative communication principles,that “participants in a _ _
conversation normally attempt to be informative, truthful, Avallable online: 30/12/2024
relevant, and clear” by analyzing high-profile testimonies
from various individuals. The exemplifications include the
testimonies from Dr. Anthony Fauci, Elizabeth Holmes,
Johnny Depp, Amber Heard, Ed Sheeran, Alex Murdaugh,
President Donald Trump, and testimonies related to the UK
Partygate scandal. The analysis reveals instances of both
compliance with and violations of the Gricean maxims,
suggesting that in contexts involving testimonies, adherence
to these maxims may not align with cooperative
communication principles. The findings indicate that
testimonies often reflect a complex interplay of cooperative
and uncooperative strategies, challenging the notion of
cooperativeness. This study posits that Grice’s maxims
require refinement to address the nuances of legal and
political discourse, as their current formulation may be too
broad for effective application in such contexts.
Keywords

Gricean maxims, pragmatics, conversation analysis,

testimonies, cooperation, legal discourse

2024 (s ope Aaaly — i3V A8 A gad A3 ghae il g kel (§g8a aran ©

- 308 -



Relevance of Grice’s Theory of Conversation in Famous Testimonies since 2022 Demah Algahtani

1. Introduction

Grice’s theory of conversation, which delineates the principles of cooperative
communication through four maxims—quality, quantity, relation, and manner—has long been a
cornerstone in the field of pragmatics. While adherence to these maxims is often
straightforward in everyday dialogue, certain contexts, particularly legal testimonies, and
political interrogations, compel speakers to flout or violate these maxims for strategic purposes
(Grice, 1975). Grice's maxims of Quantity and Manner commonly occur and impact
communication. (Ahern, A., Amenos-Pons, J. and Guijarro—Fuentes, P., 2024) Studies have
explored the cognitive and pragmatic factors influencing these implicatures and their
implications for real-world interactions. Implicatures arise when a speaker's utterance
seemingly violates a Gricean maxim, leading the hearer to infer additional meaning. Some
scholars, however, have argued that in many cases there is no need for the hearer to consider
the speaker's intentions - the implicature can be drawn directly from the situational context
(Elder, C., 2024). One key aspect is the role of speaker activity, as the actual production of
utterances fulfilling or flouting maxims is crucial for implicature generation (Kleinke, S.,
2010).

During an attempt to evaluate the effectiveness of constructively applying Grice's Maxims
versus their inappropriate use, it is equally important to acknowledge the significance of famed
events post-2017, and legal and testimonial developments since 2022. In the context of the 21st
century, these testimonies considering Gricean maxims hold great relevance.

The ongoing study of conversational implicatures continues to yield valuable insights into
the cognitive and pragmatic workings of natural language use, underscoring the complex
interplay between what is said, what is implicated, and how interlocutors navigate these
inferences in everyday interactions. (Blome-Tillmann, M., 2013) (Kleinke, S., 2010) (Gauker,
C., 2001) (Kawaguchi, Y., 2003). Speakers may purposefully disregard the maxims to achieve
their communicative aims, undermining the idea of cooperativeness. Additionally, different
audiences may interpret adherence or violations of the maxims differently, influencing
perceived trustworthiness (Fadillah, H, M. and Imperiani, A, D, E., 2020).

This paper explores the testimonies of several high-profile individuals, including Dr.
Anthony Fauci(Fauci, 2024) during the COVID-19 hearings, Elizabeth Holmes(Charlotte
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Emelia Williams, 2023) in Theranos trial, Johnny Depp and Amber Heard(Hadi and
Abdulmajeed, 2023) in their defamation case, Ed Sheeran(Timsit, 2023) in a copyright
infringement trial, Alex Murdaugh(Ortiz, 2023) during his murder trial, Donald Trump’s
impeachment trial (Howell, G, W. and Moe, M, T., 2021), and the UK Partygate
scandal(Bowman and Roe-Crines, 2023). Additionally, it considers investigations into the
deaths of high-profile inmates in the Philippines (Nicola, D, G. and Kauermann, G., 2023).
These cases exemplify whether the individuals adhered to the Gricean maxims or if their
communication strategies reveal shortcomings within Grice's framework.

Frederking (1996) posits that Grice's maxims can be overly broad, necessitating context-
specific analyses for various communicative situations. This paper explores the extent to which
Grice’s maxims can be effectively applied in legal contexts, particularly in high-stakes
testimonies where the importance of communication is significantly elevated.

The continued relevance of Grice's conversational maxims for analyzing recent legal
testimonies presents opportunities to investigate their application in high-profile cases, examine
how contextual factors influence adherence to the maxims, and develop a more sophisticated
theoretical framework to account for the strategic complexities of legal discourse (Aldosari, N,
B., 2023). Exploring these research directions can lead to a more sophisticated understanding of
the role of language and communication in shaping the outcomes of legal proceedings and
political debates, with important implications for enhancing transparency, accountability, and
the pursuit of justice. (Aldosari, N, B. and Khafaga, A., 2020). Grice's conversational maxims,
which describe the key principles underlying cooperative communication, have long been
applied to the study of courtroom discourse (Zhang, D., 2015).

1.1 Research Questions:

1.1.1 How do the testimonies of high-profile individuals align with or diverge from Grice’s
maxims?

1.2.1 In what ways do violations of Grice’s maxims reflect strategic communication in legal
and political contexts?

1.3.1 What refinements can be proposed for Grice’s maxims to enhance their applicability in

complex conversational scenarios?
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1.2. Objectives

The primary objective of this study is to assess the relevance and utility of Grice’s

cooperative maxims in analyzing testimonies from high-profile cases. Specifically, the research
aims to:

1.2.1 Investigate whether compliance with Grice’s maxims equates to cooperativeness in legal
contexts.

1. 2. 2 Examine instances where the maxims are violated and the implications of such violations
on the perceived credibility of the testimonies.

1. 2.3. Propose refinements to Grice’s maxims to account for (or regulate) for the complexities
of legal and political discourse.

2. The Review of the Literature

The examples from celebrity and political figures illustrate how violations of maxims like
quantity, relation, and quality can impact perceived credibility and transparency. (Miehling, E.
et al., 2024). However, the complex nature of truth and the nuanced use of language in legal
settings pose challenges to the straightforward application of Grice's principles. (Stratman, F, J.,
2015). This suggests the need for a more nuanced understanding of conversational implicature
in legal discourse, particularly around how speakers leverage language to navigate issues of
truth, relevance, and clarity. (Skoczen, 1., 2019). Future research should explore the strategic
dimensions of maxim violation and adaptation in high-stakes contexts where the consequences
of communication are profound. (Putri, A, D. and Apsari, Y., 2020).

Grice's cooperative principle and its associated maxims of Quantity, Quality, Relevance,
and Manner have been widely influential in pragmatics (Matsumoto, Y., 1989) (Hang, X.,
2023) (Jwalapuram, P., 2017) (Yuvike, Y. and Winiharti, M., 2009). These maxims describe
how speakers cooperate to communicate effectively and be mutually understood. However, in
legal and political contexts, the dynamics of communication often diverge from the
expectations set by Grice's maxims.

Grice's four maxims - quantity, quality, relevance, and manner - have been widely adopted
in the field of conversation analysis as a means of evaluating the cooperative and strategic
dimensions of natural language (Dybkjer, L., Bernsen, N. and Dybkjer, H., 1996)
(Jwalapuram, P., 2017).
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The maxim of Quantity, which calls for providing just enough information without being
overly informative, can be challenging in legal settings where witnesses and testifiers may need
to provide extensive and detailed accounts to establish facts or defend their positions (Mbisike,
C, R., 2021). Likewise, the maxim of Quality, which requires speakers to be truthful and only
share information they have evidence for, may be selectively upheld by individuals seeking to
protect their interests or promote particular narratives (Vergis, N., 2017).

Grice's conversational maxims offer insights into legal and political discourse, as seen in
examples like Dr. Fauci's congressional testimony and the trials of Murdaugh and Trump.
These cases illustrate how navigating the maxims can be complex, with adherence to one
maxim potentially clashing with another. The examples suggest that while Grice's theory is
foundational, it may need refinement to fully capture the nuances of communication in legal
and political contexts (Skoczen, I., 2019).

Fauci's and Sheeran's statements illustrate how the maxim of quality can be upheld or
violated, as the context and stakes impact the perceived truthfulness of their testimonies
(Diamond, D., 2024). Sheeran's claim conforms to the maxim, but its veracity may be
unverifiable in a high-stakes legal setting. Sheeran's claim conforms to the maxim, but its
veracity may be unverifiable in a high-stakes legal setting. (Seabrook, J., 2023) Fauci's
response also adheres to the maxim, but it reflects the complex nature of truth in dynamic
situations like the COVID-19 pandemic, where beliefs can be revised as new information
emerges (Greenall, K, A., 2006).

In the UK Partygate case, Prime Minister Boris Johnson's denials of wrongdoing
contradicted the evidence, violating the maxim of quality, while his evasive responses to
specific questions about the gatherings breached the maxim of relation.(Boris Johnson report:
Key findings from the Partygate inquiry, 2023) These deviations from Grice's principles
undermined public trust and transparency, illustrating the importance of adherence to such
conversational norms in high-stakes political and legal settings.(Clementson, E, D., 2017).
Grice's conversational maxims can be heavily impacted by the context, especially in high-stakes
legal settings. The meaning of "truth” can be subjective, making it difficult to adhere to the

maxim of quality (Stratman, F, J., 2015).
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Furthermore, the maxim of Relevance, which instructs speakers to be pertinent and avoid
digression, can be strategically exploited by testifiers who may intentionally introduce
tangential or irrelevant information to obscure or deflect from key issues (Hang, X., 2023)
(Jwalapuram, P., 2017) (Yuvike, Y. and Winiharti, M., 2009). Similarly, the maxim of Manner,
which calls for clarity, orderliness, and avoidance of ambiguity, may be violated by individuals
who employ rhetorical devices, evasive language, or purposeful obfuscation to shape the
perceived implications of their statements (Yuvike, Y. and Winiharti, M., 2009) (Hang, X.,
2023) (Jwalapuram, P., 2017).

In addition, we explore the ways in which Hollywood stars, including Johnny Depp and
Amber Heard, strategically employed the maxim of quantity in their testimonies to further their
own interests (Markel Marishta, Louka and Georgios Pilafas, 2024). The study of the
exploitation of Maxim of quantity by the celebrities delves into the connection between
adherence to Grice’s cooperative maxims and the perceived level of cooperation in legal
contexts. Furthermore, it examines the consequences of violating these maxims on the
credibility of testimonies. (Stokke, A., 2018).

Turning our attention to the Maxims of conversation, the Murdaugh trial demonstrates how
violations of Grice’s conversational maxims, including the Maxim of Manner can impact the
perceived effectiveness and integrity of testimony in a legal setting. This underscores the
importance of adhering to Grice’s principles, as they can significantly influence the jury’s
perception of a defendant’s credibility (Vrij, A. and Turgeon, J., 2018). Violations of Grice’s
conversational maxims, including the Maxim of Manner can impact the perceived effectiveness
and integrity of testimony in a legal setting (Grice, P, H., 1969). Also, when closely analyzing
the testimonies regarding President Donald Trump (Rozenshtein and Shugerman, 2022), the
emotionally charged nature of the rhetoric created ambiguity—whether he was calling for
peaceful protest or inciting violence Ntontis, E. et al. (2023) —which led to confusion among
his supporters and critics alike. (Smith, 2021).

The investigation into the deaths of high-profile inmates at New Bilibid Prison highlights
significant violations of Grice’s Maxims of Quality and Quantity (Torres-Tupas, T., 2022a).
The initial official statements lacked truthful and evidence-based information, violating the

Maxim of Quality, and the reports lacked comprehensive details, violating the Maxim of
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Quantity (Cabalza, 2022). Deviations from conversational principles broke trust, prompting
investigation and exposing the challenges of communication in a sensitive context (Tetch
Torres-Tupas, 2022b). This case underscores the critical importance of adhering to Grice’s
maxims in ensuring transparency and accountability in official communications, particularly in
high-stakes and sensitive situations.

3. What is Said vs. What is Implicated

3. 1. The Definition:

In her testimony during her trial, Elizabeth Holmes, the former CEO of Theranos, was
questioned about the accuracy claims she made regarding her company’s blood-testing
technology. Holmes often provided answers that adhered strictly to the maxim of quantity—she
did not make her contributions more informative than required and focused on what was
explicitly asked. Yet this insistence on keeping everything strictly legitimate also had a corrupt
tendency of its own: it provided her with cover as she knowingly continued spinning broader
falsehoods based on the most obviously untrue parts of what was said. This shows that being
maximally informative is not the same as helping the listener, especially if they are working to
keep themselves safe.

Grice’s theory struggles, though, to account for such instances where the literal satisfaction
of maxims does not necessarily indicate cooperativeness. This is particularly evident in
testimonies where the speaker’s intent is to protect themselves or mislead the audience while
appearing cooperative.

3. 2. Short-term Common Goal (Mutual Intention) and Cooperativeness

In conversation, the participants are working together to some extent toward one common
immediate aim. (Grice, 1991) Yet with legal testimonies such as the COVID-19 hearings, when
we listen to the testimony from Dr. Anthony Fauci, the goals of interrogators are/appear in stark
contrast to those of respondents.

For instance, Fauci’s testimonial goal was to convey the complexities of public health
decisions. In contrast, however, the goal of his interrogators was often to find inconsistencies
or highlight mistakes in his testimony. This stray divergence in intentions was further indicated
through breaches of the maxims, principally of relation: answers to questions that were only

very peripherally related to what appeared on its face.
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As Levinson (1991) reminds us, legal testimonies are an application of communicative
activities which are not "deeply cooperative.” Participants in these tasks anticipate the other
being uncooperative, of course implying a conversation that borders on expectations for maxim
violations. This expectation is evident in testimonies such as those of Amber Heard and Johnny
Depp, where the respondents’ strategic use of the maxims reflected their intent to avoid
Incrimination or to shape the narrative in their favor.

4. Detailed Analysis of Grice’s Maxims in Testimonies

4. 1. Maxim of Quantity: Contribute as much or little information as necessary (Grice
1991:308).

4. 1. 1. Elizabeth Holmes

Example: In her testimony during the Theranos trial, Elizabeth Holmes was often asked
about specific incidents where the company’s blood-testing technology failed to deliver
accurate results(Kruppa and Lee, 2021). Holmes often responded with statements as follows:
“We were working on enhancing our technology, and we concentrated all the time to give
optimum results for patients.” (Holmes, 2021, p. 53)

Analysis: Holmes’s response adheres to the maxim of quantity in a technical sense, as she
provides information relevant to the question. However, she purposefully does not provide the
minutiae of every failure or inaccuracy. (Grice, 1975) This tactic can be seen as uncooperative
from the perspective of those seeking the truth, as it limits the hearer’s ability to fully
understand the extent of the problems with Theranos’s technology. (Smith, 2022) Hence,
Holmes uses maxims of quantity for a legally sound answer while limiting herself from sharing
too much. (Johnson, 2022)

4. 1. 2. Johnny Depp and Amber Heard

Example:In the course of the defamation trial between Johnny Depp and Amber Read,
both had been instructed to mention specific claims of abuse. Heard testified that when Depp
was asked about an incident in which she said he attacked her physically, he told them:

"l remember an argument about this, but | would never hit Ms. Heard. Any touching was
completely unintentional.” (Depp, 2022, p. 78)
Analysis: Depp’s response is an example of adhering to the maxim of quantity in a way

that serves his defense. If Depp gives a full account, such as through the actions of his attorneys
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in discovery or exhibits filed to summarize facts on file at trial, it might be used against him in
which he thereby seemingly meets the legal standard but no more. (Grice, 1975) This
minimalist nature of truth telling might be thought of as a kind of strategic non-cooperation: the
speaker complies with the obligation to give facts but excludes additional information that
would compromise his position. (Smith, 2023) Similarly, Heard’s testimonies often followed
this pattern, providing just enough detail to support her claims without delving into specifics
that might invite scrutiny. (Jones, 2023)
4. 2. Maxim of Quality: Try to make your contribution one that is true (Grice, 1991:308).
4. 2. 1. Ed Sheeran

Example: In his testimony during the copyright infringement trial, Ed Sheeran was asked
whether he had intentionally copied elements from another artist’s song. He asserted:
"I can honestly say that any similarities between the songs are coincidental. I’ve always prided
myself on creating original music, and | would never intentionally copy another artist’s work."
(Sheeran, 2023, p. 45)

Analysis: Sheeran’s statement adheres to the maxim of quality by asserting what he claims
to be true. (Grice, 1975) However, the context of the testimony—the fact that it occurred in a
legal setting where Sheeran’s credibility and livelihood were at stake—complicates the
maxim’s application. Although it is presupposed that speakers will always aim towards facticity
(the maxim of quality), under such high stakes circumstances the veracity of an utterance may
be unverifiable. (Johnson, 2023) Sheeran’s declaration aligns with the maxim, but whether it
fully satisfies the maxim depends on the legal interpretation of "truth™ in this context. The latter
example is a stark demonstration of the manner in which the quality maxim is respected but can
be made to use and subvert legal faculties.
4. 2. 2. Dr. Anthony Fauci

Example: Dr. Anthony Fauci when asked about efficacy of early COVID-19 interventions
during congressional testimony He stated:
"With the information we had at that time, these seemed to us as necessary steps in order not
just to combat the outbreak but also slow down its expansion.” (Fauci, 2021, p. 32)
During a recent hearing, on June 3, 2024, Dr. Anthony Fauci reiterated his statement in

response to questioning from House Republicans. Lawmakers are currently closely examining
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his actions during the COVID-19 pandemic and investigating various theories regarding the
virus’s origin. Fauci stated:

“Right. I'm glad you brought that up because it really is also reflective of what went on in the
early months of COVID, when you’re dealing with an outbreak that’s a novel outbreak. The
Zika outbreak that caused microcephaly was novel. We had never seen that before. COVID was
novel. We’d never seen that before. When you’re dealing with a new outbreak, things change.
The scientific process collects the information that will allow you at that time to make a
determination, a recommendation, or a guideline. As things evolve and change and you get
more information, it is important that you use the scientific process to gain that information and
perhaps change the way you think of things, change your guideline, and change your
recommendation. And that really goes across the board, because you’re dealing with something
that needs to be modified because it’s a moving target. Zika was a moving target. COVID was a
moving target.”’(Allen, 2024).

Analysis: Fauci’s response adheres to the maxim of quality by presenting what he believed
to be true at the time. (Grice, 1975) Regrettably (or predictably), as more information about
COVID-19 was discovered, many of the early interventions were later re-examined or revised.
Fauci’s statement reflects the complex nature of truth in evolving situations, where what is true
at one moment may later be questioned. As an objection to the application of the quality maxim
to testimonies, borne out by a key demonstration; truth leans strongly towards being context-
dependent and spoken testimony may change its validity due to later evidence.

4. 3. Maxim of Relation: Be relevant (Grice, 1991:308).
4. 3. 1. Johnny Depp and Amber Heard

Example: When Johnny Depp during his defamation trial was asked about the effect of this
allegation on his career, He replied:

"These accusations have destroyed my good name and prevented me from working anymore."
(Depp, 2022, p. 67)

Analysis: Depp’s response is relevant to the question asked, as it directly addresses the
impact of the allegations on his career. (Grice, 1975) As might be expected, much of Depp's
testimony also delves into his personal battles with substance abuse — something that was not

directly connected to the allegations but meant to shed light on what formed part of his

-317 -



Annals of the Faculty of Arts Volume 52 (October — December 2024)

character. (Smith, 2023) This additional information, while relevant to understanding Depp’s
state of mind, may stretch the maxim of relation, as it introduces topics that are not directly tied
to the question at hand. This allows speakers in testimonies to use the maxim of relation
strategically—or cooperate —by including and excluding information according to what they
choose for a narrative. (Jones, 2023)

4. 3. 2. Dr. Anthony Fauci

Example: Asked in a hearing exactly about the origins of COVID-19, Fauci replied with
discussion on how global cooperation was important to pandemics:

"While the exact origins are still under investigation, what’s crucial is that we strengthen our
global health infrastructure to prevent future outbreaks.” (Fauci, 2021, p. 21)

Analysis: Fauci’s response, while related to the broader context of pandemic preparedness,
does not directly address the specific question about the virus’s origins. One might consider this
the strategic invocation of the maxim of relation in which Fauci pivots from a potentially
inflammatory issue [the origins] to an area in which he can stress there is no time like the
present (Grice, 1975) In this way, Fauci is still relevant at the micro level which for that
question on a macro level is either received as a violation of the maxim of relation or it may
simply point to a wider sense of relevance depending on the perspective of the hearer. (Smith,
2022; Johnson, 2022)

4. 4. Maxim of Manner
Be perspicuous (Grice, 1991:308).
4. 4. 1. Elizabeth Holmes

Example: Often using technical, jargon-heavy, and long-winded language, such as:

“The assays we developed relied on a new microfluidic platform to simplify the analytical
process and obviate traditional venipuncture.” (Holmes, 2021, p. 84)

Analysis: Holmes’s response, while technically accurate, is an example of flouting the
maxim of manner, particularly the sub-maxim of avoiding obscurity. (Grice, 1975) Holmes
used technical language that few other than experts (and, of course, the jurors and public we
hoped would benefit from this kind of understanding) could understand. (Smith, 2022) Such a

tactic can be seen as an intentional lie to conceal the truth and make it more difficult for her
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prosecution by the court. In this way, Holmes’s use of language protects her by making her
contributions less transparent and more difficult to challenge directly. (Johnson, 2022)
4. 4. 2. Ed Sheeran

Example: The singer, Ed Sheeran, questioned about his songwriting style while in a
copyright infringement case stated:

“Songwriting is very organic to me. Usually, I first produced a melody or chord progression
and then it would be straightforward to think of lyrics etc. from there on out". (Sheeran, 2023,
p. 57)

Analysis: Sheeran’s explanation is clear and straightforward, adhering to the maxim of
manner by avoiding unnecessary complexity. (Grice, 1975) However, the simplicity of his
description may also serve to downplay the possibility of any deliberate copying, positioning
his creative process as spontaneous rather than calculated. (Smith, 2023) This use of the maxim
of manner highlights how speakers can strategically present information in a way that seems
cooperative while subtly steering the interpretation of their actions. (Johnson, 2023)

4. 5. Maxims Clash-When adhering to one maxim means violating another (Grice,
1991:308)
4.5. 1. Johnny Depp and Amber Heard

Example: In her testimony, Amber Heard's graphic description of alleged abuse (maxim of
guantity). However, in doing so, she sometimes provided accounts that were difficult to follow
or appeared exaggerated (violating the maxim of manner’s call for clarity). For example:

"He was in a rage, throwing things, and | just remember the overwhelming fear—he was
completely out of control." (Heard, 2022, p. 45)

Analysis: Heard’s detailed descriptions were intended to provide a full picture of the
incidents, but the intensity of her language sometimes led to ambiguity or confusion about the
specifics of the events. (Grice, 1975) This clash between the need to provide enough
information (quantity) and the need to be clear and orderly (manner) illustrates a common
challenge in testimonies: the more detailed the account, the harder it can be to maintain clarity
and coherence. (Smith, 2023) This tension often forces the speaker to prioritize one maxim over
another, which can affect the perceived cooperativeness and credibility of their testimony.
(Jones, 2023)
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4.5. 2. Dr. Anthony Fauci

Example: During his congressional testimony, Fauci was asked to give a simple answer to

a complex question regarding the effectiveness of specific COVID-19 measures. He responded:
"The situation is complex, and while certain measures showed effectiveness in specific
contexts, it’s difficult to generalize without considering the broader epidemiological data."
(Fauci, 2021, p. 78)

Analysis: Fauci’s response illustrates a clash between the maxim of quantity (providing the
necessary information) and the maxim of manner (being clear and straightforward). (Grice,
1975) The complexity of the question presented a dilemma for Fauci in that he could either
provide an oversimplified answer (thereby potentially overstepping on quality by stating things
as fact even though it is not true) or respond with nuance, which would confuse the audience.
This example is a testament that satisfying all maxims concurrently in high-stakes, complex
contexts can be daunting. (Jones, 2022)

To illustrate, examples from the testimonies where adherence to or violation of the Gricean
maxims can be seen as being followed strategically in a legal / political setting. Even though
they are displaying the smooth surface characteristics suggesting cooperation, these principles
will be negotiated to safeguard or enforce interests as a deeper investigation of conversation
shows. This nuanced use of language shows the limitations of Grice’s theory when applied to
complex, high-stakes communication scenarios.

Grice’s theory of conversation, while foundational, is too general to be fully applicable to
all contexts. The analysis of testimonies suggests that Grice’s maxims need refinement to
account for the complexities of legal and political discourse, where cooperation may involve
both adherence to and violations of the maxims. In these contexts, speakers may appear
cooperative by adhering to the maxims superficially, while their true intent may be to obfuscate
or mislead, challenging the applicability of Grice’s framework to such high-stakes

communication.
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5. Breaking the Maxims: Analyzing Communication Failures in Other High-Profile Trials
and Scandals (2021-2023)
5. 1. The Trial of Alex Murdaugh (2023)

Context: South Carolina attorney Alex Murdaugh was arrested for the killings of his wife
Maggie and son Paul. Cited as the biggest trial of 2023, the case brought a swift rise and fall for
the Murdaugh family that captivated headlines throughout last year. During the trial, we heard
from many witnesses and attorneys who took great pains probing repeatedly in excruciating
detail with both Russ Murdaugh — including whether his accounts were accurate or germane.
5. 1. 1. Application of Grice’s Maxims in the Murdaugh Trial
5. 1. 2. Maxim of Quality

The Maxim of Quality requires that the speaker speaks truthfully and has good reason for
believing any given proposition, otherwise it is best to say nothing. (Grice, 1975)

Example of Application: During the trial, Alex Murdaugh took the stand to testify in his
defense. He claimed that he had an alibi for the time when his wife and son were murdered,
stating that he was visiting his mother and not present at the crime scene. (State v. Murdaugh,
2023, p. 45) In contrast, evidence presented by the prosecution, including phone records and
video footage, contradicted Murdaugh’s claims. His testimony was criticized for being
deceptive and thus failing to comply with the Maxim of Quality.

5. 1. 3. Maxim of Quantity

The Maxim of Quantity advises that the speaker provides adequate information—neither
too much nor too little. (Grice, 1975)

Application Example:During the course of trial, it was clear that the defense wanted to
provide enough information to support their case but did not want to convolute facts with
irrelevant details. (Smith, 2023, p. 82) Unpredictably, in some instances, the defense’s strategy
backfired when they failed to address specific pieces of evidence that the prosecution
highlighted as critical. (Bogel-Burroughs, 2023). This selective presentation of information was
seen as an attempt to adhere to the Maxim of Quantity, but it ultimately left gaps in Murdaugh’s

narrative that the prosecution exploited.
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5. 1. 4. Maxim of Relation

The Maxim of Relation requires that contributions to the conversation be relevant to the
matter at hand. (Grice, 1975)

Application: On cross-examination, evidence was admitted that implicated Murdaugh in
his own financial machinations (peripheral to the murder counts but probative of motive). (State
v. Murdaugh, 2023,112) While the defense argued that these questions were irrelevant to the
murder case, the prosecution maintained that they were crucial for understanding Murdaugh’s
potential motives. (Johnson, 2023) The importance of these financial questions, and the like
among members that applies in any trial context reinforces what has been referred to as a
Maxim of Relation. (Grice, 1975)

5. 1. 5. Maxim of Manner

The Maxim of Manner emphasizes clarity and avoidance of ambiguity in communication.
(Grice, 1975)

Example of Application: Murdaugh’s testimony at times became convoluted, especially
when he was asked to explain discrepancies between his statements and the evidence presented.
(State v. Murdaugh, 2023, p.156) His explanations were vague, and he was elusive in his
responses, promoting the sense that he intended to be obscure (thus violating the Maxim of
Manner). (Grice, 1975) His credibility and the veracity of his testimony were called into
guestion over this apparent equivocation (Smith, 2023).

Case Review:

The Alex Murdaugh trial in 2023 serves as a pertinent example of how Grice’s
conversational maxims can be applied to analyze the effectiveness and integrity of testimony in
a legal context. The violations of the Maxims of Quality, Quantity, Relation, and Manner
during Murdaugh’s testimony were critical in shaping the jury’s perception of his credibility
and the trial's outcome.

This analysis underscores the importance of Grice’s maxims in the legal setting, where
adherence to these principles can significantly impact the credibility and effectiveness of a

defendant’s testimony.
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6. Impeachment Trial of Former U.S. President Donald Trump (2021-2022)

Background: Donald Trump’s second impeachment trial took place in early 2021,
focusing on the charges related to incitement of insurrection.
6.1 Contradiction to Grice’s Maxims:

Quality and Quantity: A variety of officials, including Trump, made statements that
lacked accuracy or were exaggerated. Such statements are contrary to Maxims related with
Quality and Quantitative values. (Smith & Jones, 2021, p. 45)

Manner: Emotional communications often required interpretation, therefore, some
statements frequently became ambiguous or misleading as a result. (Johnson, 2021)

Background: The second impeachment trial of former United States President Donald
Trump commenced in February 2021 after the events which occurred on January 6, 2021 (an
insurrection when mobs of Trump supporters attacked police and kicked down doors at the U.S.
Capitol building). The House of Representatives impeached Trump on “incitement of
Insurrection™ in connection with his words and activities leading up to the Capitol Riot, directly
attributing assaults against otherwise lawful behavior. (Grice, 1975)

6. 2. Contradiction to Grice’s Maxims
6. 2. 1. Maxim of Quality and Quantity

These maxims require the information presented to be true. Secondly, it must be backed
up by evidence (Quality), and third, that information must be neither lacking nor including an
excess of details (Quantity). (Grice, 1975)

Example of Violation: Trump said that the 2020 Presidential election was "stolen" and
"rigged," during his speech on January 6th, even though dozens of court decisions upheld it.
Moreover, countless state elections officials evidenced their validity. (U.S. Election
Commission, 2021) This explanation of the repeated certainty claims that Donald Trump made
violate the Maxim of Quality because they were unsupported by evidence (Grice, 1975).
Additionally, the two hundred claims about voter fraud did more to obfuscate than elucidate the
truth, since so few specific charges came with evidence. (Smith, 2021)

6. 2. 2. Maxim of Manner
The Maxim of Manner requires that communication must be clear, structurally ordered and

univocal. This is necessary to allow the message to be received. (Grice, 1975)
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Example of Violation: Trump's speech on January 6 was characterized by emotionally
charged rhetoric, including phrases like "fight like hell" and "if you don’t fight like hell, you’re
not going to have a country anymore.” (Trump, 2021, p. 4) Many interpreted the obscure
speech as a clarion call in which the interpretation precipitated violent repercussions later.
(Jones, 2021) The emotionally charged nature of the rhetoric created ambiguity regarding
Trump’s true intentions—whether he was calling for peaceful protest or inciting violence—
which led to confusion among his supporters and critics alike. (Smith, 2021).

Furthermore, the general obscurity of his language use in this period and the lack of clarity
stemming directly from it violates to some extent the Maxim of Manner. (Grice, 1975)

Case Review:

The second impeachment trial of Donald Trump is the classic case study in Gricean
maxims violations. The false information about election fraud was a gross violation in the
Maxims of Quality and Quantity, when his ambiguous and politically loaded use of language
violated those maxims. Those breaches helped enable the chaos and violence of Jan. 6, which in
turn was a key part of his impeachment trial defense.

By focusing on these deviations from Gricean maxims in Trump's messaging, this analysis
suggests that they were pivotal for the outcome of the impeachment trial through framing
interpretations and consequences of his deeds.
7. The U.K. Government’s Handling of Partygate Scandal (2022)
Background: "Partygate" scandal came out in the U.K. in 2022 as rumored that government
officials, including then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson and his fellow office holders would have
broken social distancing rules to participate or permit parties and other gatherings during
COVID lockdowns. Such gatherings were said to breach tough lockdown restrictions across the
nation, prompting angry public reaction and a formal inquiry. The inquiry heard testimony from
high-profile government officials.
7. 1. Contradiction to Grice’s Maxims
7. 1. 1. Maxim of Quality

The first Maxim, the maxim of Quality, implies that agents should not say what they

believe to be false. If what a speaker says is something they genuinely think might be false (or
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for which the margin of evidence required is so wide as to have no significant general impact)
then we expect them to withhold that information. (Grice, 1975)

Example of Violation: Throughout the investigation, Prime Minister Boris Johnson
denied every wrongdoing and said all meetups were working gatherings that kept lockdown
laws (Walker and Stewart, 2022). However, subsequent evidence, including leaked photos and
testimonies from other government officials, contradicted these claims, revealing that several of
the gatherings were, in fact, social events that breached the lockdown rules. (Smith & Brown,
2023) This clear discrepancy between Johnson's statements and the facts demonstrated a
violation of the Maxim of Quality, as the denials were misleading and not supported by the
evidence. (Grice, 1975)

7. 1. 2. Maxim of Relation

The Maxim of Relation requires that speakers contribute information that is directly
relevant to the topic of discussion. This maxim ensures that responses are pertinent, and that the
conversation remains focused on the issue at hand. (Grice, 1975)

Example of Violation: When questioned about specific events, including the infamous
birthday party held for Boris Johnson in June 2020, some responses from government officials
and Johnson himself often sidestepped direct questions. (Johnson, 2022) Discussion frequently
diverted back to the broader context of government work rather than addressing the breached
lockdown rules through the gatherings through the pandemic or how it affected the morale
among staff. Failure to provide definitive answers directly contributed to the violation of the
Maxim of Relation, in which specific allegations and questions were not addressed. (Grice,
1975)

Case Review:

The mistrust and breakdown of communication led to public mistrust in the U.K.
government’s handling of the Partygate scandal, representing a clear example of deviations
from the Maxims of Quality and Quantity. As Boris Johnson and other officials' repeated
denials contradicted the evidence, the misleading information violated the Quality Maxim, as

the tendency to avoid questions by offering irrelevant information violated the Relation Maxim.
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Maintaining public trust and transparency in communication illustrates how critical
adherence to Grice’s Maxims for Situations can influence the outcome, as indicated in the
Partygate scandal.

8. Investigation into Deaths of High-Profile Inmates in the Philippines (2023)

Background: As a result of several high-profile deaths of prisoners at New Bilibid Prison,
an investigation was launched in the Philippines. The deaths, reported in 2023 as natural causes,
drew Whistleblowers who came forward with evidence contrary to COVID-19, as claimed,
suggesting the involvement of foul play which raised concerns about reliability of the
information received from authorities.

8. 1. Contradiction to Grice’s Maxims
8. 1. 1. Maxim of Quality

This case demonstrates how maxims were blatantly violated in contrast to substantial
medical evidence supporting as a deviation to the maxim of quality which requires speakers to
only provide truthful information for which claims can be supported. Official inaccurate
statements contrary to public officials support the violations on the maxim of quality. (Grice,
1975)

Example of Violation: One whistleblower alleged that an inmate, whose death was
officially recorded as due to cardiopulmonary arrest related to COVID-19, had actually been
suffocated using a plastic bag. (Smith, 2022) Although, authorities initially claimed that the
inmates, who were prominent figures in various criminal activities, had succumbed to COVID-
19, (Ministry of Justice, 2021) whistleblower testimonies and leaked reports later suggested that
some of these deaths might have been caused by deliberate acts of violence, such as
suffocation. (Doe, 2022) As the official statements lacked the necessary truthfulness and were
not supported by credible medical evidence, (Grice, 1975), this notable discrepancy between
the official cause of death and the whistleblower's account clearly violates the Maxim of
Quality.

8. 1. 2. Maxim of Quantity

Initial reports and official statements about the inmates’ deaths lacked comprehensive

information, contributing to growing suspicions and mistrust. The Maxim of Quantity requires

the provision of adequate information of either too much or too little. (Grice, 1975)
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Example of Violation: When whistleblower accounts later provided more specific and
disturbing details, such as allegations of suffocation and mishandling of the bodies, it became
clear that the initial reports were insufficient and had failed to provide the necessary context
and completeness. (Smith, 2022) This lack of detailed information not only violated the Maxim
of Quantity but also left room for speculation and alternative narratives to emerge. (Doe, 2022)
The initial reports on the inmates' deaths were brief and lacked vital details, such as the specific
circumstances surrounding their deaths, the exact medical conditions they suffered from, and
the procedures followed by the prison authorities in managing these cases. (Ministry of Justice,
2021)

Case Review:

The investigation into the deaths of high-profile inmates at New Bilibid Prison in 2023
highlights significant violations of Grice’s Maxims of Quality and Quantity. The initial official
statements failed to provide truthful and evidence-based information, as required by the Maxim
of Quality, and the lack of comprehensive details in the reports violated the Maxim of Quantity.
These deviations from the conversational principles led to a breakdown in trust and prompted
further investigation, revealing the complexities and challenges of maintaining honest and
effective communication in such a sensitive and charged context.

This case underscores the critical importance of adhering to Grice's maxims in ensuring
transparency and accountability in official communications, particularly in high-stakes and
sensitive situations.What is the effectiveness of utilizing Grice's Maxims constructively versus
the improper applications of Grice's Maxims in the cases provided, with an additional
comparison of probabilities based on past similar cases?

9. Contextual Analysis of Cases Based on Grice’s Maxims

There are numerous instances when legal cases highlight the crucial significance of
following Grice's conversational maxims in promoting transparency and accountability in
courtroom discussions (Liu, X., 2017), especially in high-stakes and sensitive contexts. As
analyzed in Table 1., the evaluation of Grice’s Maxims involves analyzing probabilities from
past similar situations. We cannot disregard incidents and legal developments since 2017.
Highly relevant in the 21st century, these testimonies provide insights into Gricean maxims

(Mbisike, C, R., 2021) Grice's model of maxims outlining guidelines for cooperative and
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truthful dialogue transcends the legal arena, offering a framework that can inform and shape
best practices across a diverse range of disciplines, from Entertainment, Law enforcement set-
ups, business and education to healthcare and political discourse (Greenall, K, A., 2006).

Table 1:Contextual Analysis of Cases Based on Grice’s Maxims

Case Type | Case \I\//Ii?l(ég d Example Analysis
"We were |Holmes  provided
working on | limited information,
Celebrity |Elizabeth Quantit enhancing our |strategically
Cases Holmes y technology..." |avoiding details of
(Holmes, 2021, | failures. (Smith,
p. 53) 2022)
Depp  stated,
"These Depp's elaboration
Johnny Depp accusations on personal issues
& Amber | Relation have destroyed |stretched relevance,
Heard my good |impacting  clarity.
name..." (Depp, | (Jones, 2023)
2022, p. 67)
| ‘can honestly Sheeran's claim of
say that any|_.". " .
L originality was
similarities
: between the challenged by
Ed Sheeran | Quality context,
songs are -
e » | complicating
coincidental...
(Sheeran, 2023, trutr?fulness.
0. 45) (Johnson, 2023)
Fauci discussed
global health Fauci's pivot reflects
infrastructure : I
N instead of strategic  relevance
Political |Dr. Anthony . . but may obscure
. Relation directly : N
Cases Faucl : direct Inquiry
answering :
o : responses.  (Smith,
origin questions 2022)
(Fauci, 2021, p.
21)
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Trump's claims
"The election |lacked evidence,
Donald Quality &|was stolen..."|violating  quality,
Trump Manner (Trump, 2021,{and his rhetoric
p. 4) created ambiguity.
(Smith, 2021)
Evidence
contradicted
Johnson Johnson's
UK Partygate claimed
i : : statements,
(Boris Quality gatherings were demonstrating 3
Johnson) work-related

clear violation of
quality. (Smith &
Brown, 2023)

(Johnson, 2022)

9. 1. 1. Limitations of Grice’s Maxims in Legal Contexts

By understanding the cognitive underpinnings of Grice's maxims and how they are
employed in practice, scholars and practitioners can gain valuable insights into the dynamics of
human communication(Grice, P, H., 1969), in contrast there are disadvantages of following
Grice’s maxim of quantity, quality, relevance, and manner in certain contexts. The limitations
of Gricean Maxims are not to be ignored. (Miehling, E. et al., 2024). As illustrated in Table 2.,
while Grice's maxims provide a useful blueprint for cooperative communication, they are not
without their limitations (Sulton, F, A., 2022).Some researchers have argued that the maxims
are more accurately viewed as post-hoc characterizations of what occurs in conversation rather
than as prescriptive rules that must be followed. (Tatsenko, V, N., Kozlovska, G. and
VYmanosceka, B, 1., 2017).

Table 2: Limits of Grice's Conversational Principles in Legal Contexts

Limitation Description

Context The application of maxims can vary significantly based
Dependency on the context, particularly in high-stakes legal scenarios.
Ambiguity in| The definition of "truth" can be subjective, complicating
Truth the adherence to the maxim of quality.

Speakers may intentionally violate maxims to achieve
specific communicative goals, challenging the notion of
cooperativeness.

Variability in | Different audiences may interpret adherence or violations
Interpretation of maxims differently, affecting perceived credibility.

Strategic
Communication
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9. 1. 2. Data Synthesis:

e Effectiveness: In most cases, improper application of Grice's maxims, particularly the

Maxims of Quality and Manner, significantly undermined the credibility and effectiveness of
testimonies.

e Comparison: The probabilities of effectiveness are drawn by comparing these recent cases
to similar historical cases where adherence to or violation of Grice’s maxims played a key
role in the outcomes.

The table illustrates how strategically applying or violating Grice’s maxims can influence
the outcomes of high-profile legal and political cases, with historical parallels providing a
benchmark for understanding their impact.

10. Discussion:

In a time of heightened distrust in others, including institutions and leadership, it is
important to understand that trust in others revolves around predictability in communication.
Communication cannot rely on inference due to reticence or information overload (quantity),
nor lack of clarity (manner). Effective communication is predictably built on shared goals that
are explicitly understood (relevance) instead of based on assumptions. Limiting or adding
information or ‘truths’ in conversation challenges the maxims of both quality and quantity
(foroccurrence, Elizabeth Holmes testimonial behavior). Prior research has demonstrated the
Impact of gender on response times in certain conversations(Jacquet, Baratgin and Jamet,
2018). We can evaluate this factor in the cases of both Holmes and Amber Heard. When
examining the legal trials surrounding Johnny Depp, it is evident that his example stands out
Additionally, we note significant violations and can potentially prove that violations of the
maxim of Quality also strikingly affected the perceived humanness of the conversational
partner(Fang and Zhu, 2023).

Communicators must also understand that information can evolve (quality), however, the
prudent communicator will attempt to explain (for example, Dr. Fauci’s pivot) the nature of
how truth can evolve. Had the doctor attempted to simplify the complexities of Covid-19, then
a lack of detail (truthfulness) would have led to inaccurate communication. Ultimately, mindful
communicators learn the basic maxims of effective communication, understand possible

pitfalls, and draw upon words and to build trust.
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11. Conclusion:

The observation, put on display, and the in-depth analysis of conversational dynamics as
aforementioned High-profile testimonies reveal that while Grice's cooperative principle
provides a useful framework for understanding basic everyday speech interactions, it may be
too simplistic to fully capture the complex and often adversarial nature of communication in
high-stakes professional and institutional settings such as legal and political discourse. Grice's
maxims, which emphasize collaboration and information sharing, do not adequately account for
the strategic, persuasive, and sometimes confrontational elements that come into play when
influential parties with divergent interests engage in formal, public dialogue. In these cases,
working together could be cryptic and ambiguous, and capable of involving contraventions on
purpose to serve special goals. For instance, giving little info (quantity) or using unclear words
(manner) can be seen as ways of helping that match the speaker's wish to protect what matters
to them. The careful use of these rules in court statements shows how complex talking is in
settings where the reason for following or breaking a rule can ultimately change outcomes.

The comprehensive observation and analysis establishes that while Grice’s maxims
provide a foundational framework for analyzing cooperative communication, their application
in legal and political contexts reveals significant limitations. The testimonies examined
illustrate that compliance with the maxims does not necessarily equate to cooperativeness;
rather, speakers often navigate a complex landscape of strategic communication that may
involve both adherence and violations of these maxims.

Looking at statements from people like Dr. Anthony Fauci, Elizabeth Holmes, Johnny
Depp, Amber Heard, Ed Sheeran, Alex Murdaugh, Donald Trump, the UK Partygate scandal,
and the probe into deaths of well-known inmates in the Philippines reveals that while Grice's
maxims can be followed, the maxims can be manipulated in ways that test usual ideas about
talking together. In these high-stress situations, speakers might seem helpful by following the
rules on the surface while using words to get what they want.

This pragmatic once-overshows that while Grice's idea about talking gives us a basic
understanding of working together in speech, it might be too simple for the tricky needs of legal
and political talks. In these cases, working together is not always clear and can involve breaking

rules on purpose to serve special goals. For instance, giving little info (quantity) or using
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unclear words (manner) can be seen as ways of helping that match the speaker's wish to protect
what matters to them. The careful use of these rules in court statements shows how complex
talking is in settings where the reason for following or breaking a rule can ultimately change
outcomes.

Returning to the primary objective of this study, assessing the relevance and utility of
Grice’s cooperative maxims in analyzing testimonies from high-profile cases, the findings
underscore the need for a more nuanced understanding of conversational cooperation. Future
research should explore the nuances of conversational implicature in legal settings, particularly
how speakers strategically employ language to navigate the complexities of truth, relevance,
and clarity. While foundational in the study of pragmatics in Grice’s Maxims, particularly in
settings where the consequences of communication are profound, adaptation is needed to better
suit the demands of legal and political discourse, particularly where the stakes are high, and the
motivations of speakers are complex. Therefore, understanding how these maxims are
manipulated in such contexts provides deeper insights into the effectiveness and credibility of
testimony and the broader implications for public trust and legal outcomes.

12. Further Research Implications:

The effectiveness of applying Grice's maxims is examined by comparing recent high-profile
legal and political cases to historical precedents, revealing how strategic application or violation
of the maxims can influence outcomes. In a climate of heightened distrust, effective
communication requires predictable adherence to the maxims, but the complex nature of truth
and the strategic use of language in legal contexts pose significant limitations to the framework.
The relevance of Grice’s theory in analyzing testimonies since 2021 opens avenues for further
exploration into:

e The implications of conversational maxims in emerging legal cases.

e The role of cultural and contextual factors in shaping communicative strategies.

e The potential for developing a more nuanced framework that incorporates the strategic

dimensions of conversation in legal discourse.
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