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Abu Naim Al-Isfahani's approach to mentioning uniqueness
or strangeness in his book "*"Knowledge of the Companions"*
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Abstract:

This study aims to explore Abu Nu’aym’s methodology in
mentioning exclusivity or rarity in the narrations he included in
his book, assess these narrations, and identify the contextual
clues accompanying his mentions of exclusivity or rarity, with
the aim of highlighting the stance of modern critical scholars on
this subject. The study adopts an inductive and deductive
methodology, analyzing 157 narrations. The key findings
include:Exclusivity or rarity, as mentioned by Abu Nu’aym, can
be categorized into two types: Absolute Exclusivity: This
pertains to the origin of the chain of narration (its beginning with
the Companion), where a Follower is the sole narrator of all
reports from a particular Companion, and the narration becomes
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widely known after that. Alternatively, it can occur at the
beginning or middle of the chain, within the level of Followers
of Followers or subsequent narrators, up to the end of the chain.
Abu Nu’aym might describe a narration as rare if the senior
narrator is prolific or if it is known only through a single source.
- Relative Exclusivity: This occurs when a specific narrator
exclusively narrates a version of the chain, while the narration
exists through other sources, or when a narrator exclusively
reports a particular aspect of a narration from their teacher,
differing from other narrators. Abu Nu’aym might describe such
cases as rare if the narrator’s exclusivity involves a well-known
teacher and contradicts other narrators. In most cases, Abu
Nu’aym does not provide explicit details indicating acceptance
or rejection of narrations marked by exclusivity or rarity.
Instead, he suffices with mentioning exclusivity or rarity to
signal a potential defect. Occasionally, he includes contextual
clues to suggest whether the narration should be accepted or
rejected. Thus, for Abu Nu’aym, exclusivity represents a partial
defect and serves as an indicator. Simply mentioning exclusivity
or rarity does not automatically render a narration unacceptable,
as contextual evidence plays a role.
Keywords: Abu Nu’aym - Exclusivity - Rarity - Companions -
Hadith
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