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Lafz Wuth-thiq fi Kitab Al-Kashif lil-Hafiz Al-Dhahabi: Dirasah
Tahliliyah

Mohamed Salah Mohamed Mohamed
Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys in Qena, Al-Azhar University, Qena,
Egypt
Email: mohamed.s.mohamed.41@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The book Al-Kashif by Al-Hafiz Al-Dhahabi, which lists narrators
in the six major Hadith collections, is considered one of the
most significant works that elucidates scholars' judgments on
narrators. One of the distinctive features of this book is that it
conveys these judgments in a simplified and concise manner,
avoiding differences among scholars regarding a narrator’s
status, whether deemed trustworthy or weak. One unique
term used by Al-Dhahabi in this book is "wuth-thig" in the
passive form. Scholars have debated Al-Dhahabi’s intent
behind this term: does it indicate the narrator’s reliability, or
does it represent a rank below full reliability? Does Al-
Dhahabi’s unique use of this term strengthen the narrator's
credibility or not? This study aims to uncover the meaning of
"wuth-thiq" as used by Al-Dhahabi by examining every
instance of this term in Al-Kashif across all narrators to whom
it was applied, with an emphasis on these narrators'
affiliations with the six canonical Hadith collections. Notably,
Al-Dhahabi extensively utilized this term in Al-Kashif. The study
begins with a discussion on Al-Dhahabi and his book, followed
by an examination of the term "trustworthy" and its
derivatives in the terminology of Hadith scholars, such as
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"thiga" (trustworthy), "muwath-thaq" (confirmed reliable),
"wuth-thiq" (he was deemed reliable), and "wuth-thigoo"
(they deemed him reliable). | then establish the foundation of
this term in Al-Dhahabi’s works, followed by an in-depth
review of scholarly opinions on the narrators associated with
this term to clarify its implications on their status. The study
also examines the narrators mentioned by Imam Bukhari,
Imam Muslim, Imam Abu Dawood al-Sijistani, Imam Abu Isa al-
Tirmidhi, Imam al-Nasa’i, and Imam Ibn Majah, detailing the
usage of "wuth-thiq" for each of their narrators and presenting
analytical case studies. Additionally, it looks at narrators
deemed reliable by Hadith scholars and referred to by Al-
Dhahabi as "wuth-thiq," as well as those regarded as weak, in
relation to Al-Dhahabi's use of the term. This analytical study
in Al-Kashif seeks to highlight the importance of understanding
the implication of "wuth-thiq" in Al-Dhahabi’s terminology,
and the scholars' perspectives on either accepting or rejecting
this judgment. The study concludes with key findings and
recommendations.

Keywords: thiqa, wuth-thiq, muwath-thaq, yuwath-thagq, lafza,
dalala, Al-Dhahabi, Al-Kashif.
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