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" Mendelssohn, Variation serieuses, Op. 54, Publisher G. Henle Verlag, from the introduction by Christa
Jost, Munich, 1996.
2Todd, R. Larry: Mendelssohn: A life in Music. Oxford University Press, Inc.,2003, p.414.
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"Mendelssohn, Variation serieuses, Op.54. Introduction.
2Todd, R. L. p.414.
3 Badura Skoda, Paul. On the site: https: harmonicclassics.com/album/IT_HC_D_1360/
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"Roy Bennett, Musical Forms. Cambridge University Press. ISBN 0-521-56929-x, p.29
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" Badura Skoda, Paul.

2 Fogg, Rayan: A closer look at Mendelssohn’s Variations serieuses. Clavier Companion May/June
2015. (ryangfogg.weebly.com/uploads/2/3/4/5/23457126/clavier-mendelssohn.pdf)

3Todd, R. Larry.

4 Galatskaya, V.: Music Literature of foreign Countries, Volume lll, “Musika” Press, Moscow 1974 (the
reference is in Russian language, the first edition was in 1952).
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"Wagner, Richard. Wagner on Conducting, Translated by Eduard Dannreuther. Dover Publications,
INC., New York, 2014. (Originally Published: On Conducting. London 1887 four years after Wagner’s
death). p.
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3 Galatskaya, V., p.310

4Wagner, Richard. p.24
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Abstract
An analytical study to study serious variations Variation Serieuses Op.54
The Imitation Machine by Felix Mendelssohn

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

This research presents a comprehensive performance analysis of the Variations
Serieuses, Op.54 of the composer Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-1847), which is
considered one of the most important works written for the piano in the nineteenth century.
The research aims to spread the spirit of challenge to play this work among the arabic
speaking piano students. To clarify the different performance styles that are extracted from
the performance guidelines included in the score, the research relies on analyzing the
performance of the variations by four world- famous great pianists: Richter, Brendel,
Perehia and von Alpenheim.

The research follows the analytical descriptive approach and includes a theoretical and
analytical parts. The theoretical part presents an overview of the life of the composer and
his importance in the musical life in the nineteenth century and a list of his works for the
piano. As for the analytical part, it provides an overview of the structural form of the
variations template, followed by a general description of the variations and then a detailed
performance analysis of all parts of the score. The research ends with conclusions and
recommendations.
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