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Abstract of the Research

Performance Requirements of Piano improvisation op 148 by Amy
Beach

Introduction

Musical improvisation is an artistic technique that means performing music
spontaneously without prior preparation, relying on the player's skills in interaction and
the ability to innovate, which gives him the opportunity to express his feelings and
ideas. Many new trends emerged in the late Romantic era that encouraged composers to
be free to express their feelings, resulting in the Romantic trend in music and the
tendency of most composers at the time to pay attention to short descriptive musical
formulas with one movement, including the improvisation formula.
Since improvisations are one of the most important musical forms in the twentieth
century as well, the researcher will discuss the piano improvisations of the American
composer Amy Marcy Beach (1867-1944), who is considered one of the pioneers of
female composition in the United States of America. The researcher will discuss album
No. 148, which contains five piano improvisations, due to the different playing skills it
contains, which the researcher will clarify and reach the correct performance.

The research includes the introduction - the research problem - the research
objectives - the importance of the research - the research questions - the research
procedures - the research terms.

The research is divided into two parts:

Part One: The theoretical framework, which includes:
- A brief historical overview of piano improvisations.
- The biography of the composer Amy Beach.

- Her most important works for the piano.

Part Two: The applied framework includes a survey study of piano improvisations,
opus 148, by the American composer Amy Beach, followed by the reasons for choosing
the research sample, then an analytical instrumental study of the sample and
determining the instrumental techniques in it and clarifying the requirements for its
performance to achieve good performance. The researcher concluded with the results,
recommendations, Arabic and foreign references, research appendices, and a summary
in Arabic and foreign languages.
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