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Research Summary
Performance techniques of the piano prelude, Op. 38,

by Louis Verne
The research deals with the development of the prelude composition The study of musical

compositions played a major role in the development of the pianist's musical culture and
an effective role in developing his technical and performance skills. The prelude is one
of the good works that went through different stages of development from the fifteenth
century to the twentieth century in both structural form and playing skills. The prelude
composition for the piano is considered one of the musical compositions that witnessed
great development as it appeared in the fifteenth century in German music and was known
as short, independent solo compositions used as an introductory introduction to a large
work such as a fugue or sequence composition or others, based on different technical
elements such as scales and broken chords and homophonic parts with a free
improvisational character. The prelude was presented as an independent piece in the
second half of the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth century, where
the Polish composer Frédéric Chopin (1810-1839) used it as a title for pieces that express
an independent musical work in an expressive style of an imaginative nature, as it was
used by Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847). Then it spread widely at the beginning of the
twentieth century, during which many composers composed various groups of piano
preludes, including the French composer Louis Vierne (1870-1937), who is considered
one of the most prominent composers and most famous organ players of his time.
Therefore, the researcher decided to address the performance techniques in one of the
prelude compositions for the piano in the twentieth century, entitled 12 preludes
(preludes) for the piano, Op. 38, by the composer Louis Vierne, in order to study and
analyze it theoretically and musically. To contain advanced technical level of
performance and instrumental techniques, the research followed the descriptive approach
(content analysis) and included the research problem, objectives, importance, questions,
procedures, terms, and previous studies related to the research topic. The research is
divided into two parts:

- A brief about the life of the composer Louis Verne.

- A brief about some of his works.

- A brief about his style and the character of his music. - A brief about the development
of the Prelude composition.

- Modern performance techniques in the twentieth century.

The second part: the applied aspect, which includes:

- Structural and instrumental analysis of the research sample No. (2, 7) for the piano
Prelude, Op. 38, by Louis Verne

- Instrumental and performance guidelines to overcome technical difficulties in the
research sample and overcome them.

- Research results and recommendations. - List of Arabic and foreign references.
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