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Abstract
A comparative study of the reception scene from the play “The Person”
by Rahbani brothers between Lebanon and Egypt

Sohaila Abdelmouty Othman Ali*

The people are groups of people subject to one social system, who may face different
problems, including social, economic and political ones. The reaction of each people to its
problems varies according to its kind, and the echo of this response appears in the various
arts, including musical theatre, which the Rahbani brothers excelled in presenting. They
presented many plays with different types, some of which took place in the village, and others
in the city and its problems, such as the play (The Person). The Person is a musical play that
was shown at the Piccadilly Theatre in Beirut in 1968, directed by Sabry Al-Sharif and
starring Fairuz. It is considered one of the most copied Rahbani plays, as they re-showed it
to the Egyptian audience. When the Rahbani brothers presented the play (The Person) to the
Egyptian audience in 1982, they were keen to “Egyptianize” the play, as they assigned the
poet Amal Dunqul to change the play from the Lebanese dialect to the Egyptian dialect, and
Afef Radi played the lead role in it, which required the composers and poet to change some
of the play’s songs and modify some scenes to suit the Egyptian audience. This research
consists of: Introduction - Problem - Objectives - Importance - Questions - Methodology -
Sample - Tools - Terms - Previous Studies, then the theoretical framework, which is divided
into two axes: the first is "Theatre and the Rahbani Brothers' Theatre", and the second axis is
"The Personal Play", then the applied framework, in which the researcher reviews a
comparative analytical study of the research sample models with the aim of reaching the
vision of the Rahbani composers on how to select appropriate melodies for the musical
theatre scene according to the audience to which it is directed, followed by the results that
begin with answering the research questions, then interpreting the results, followed by the
research recommendations, and the research concludes with a list of references and a

summary in Arabic and English.

* Lecturer, Department of Arabic Music, Composition Section, Faculty of Music Education, Helwan University, Cairo.
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