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Farid al-Atrash’s style in using some Western rhythms in composing
some of his songs

Abstract:

This study aimed to examine the style of the artist Farid al-Atrash in his use of some Western
rhythms in composing some of his songs, which he composed in Arabic magams while using
some Western rhythms, such as tango, waltz, and rumba, among others... within his
continuous attempts to blend elements of Arabic music and preserve its authenticity in
melodies and magams, while at the same time being inspired by some diverse Western
rhythms, and this blend was clearly embodied in his famous songs such as "Wayaak, Ya
Zahra fi Khayaly" and "Bnadi Aleek™, which came to present Arabic singing based on deeply
rooted local origins, but at the same time global in form and content, which contributed to
the spread of Eastern music globally, and Arabic music became not only limited to the Arab
listener, but also reached the Western listener on a wide scale. The study relied on the
analytical method based on content analysis, and the study was able to identify the style of
Farid al-Atrash in using some Western rhythms in composing some of his songs, and to know
how Farid al-Atrash employed these Western rhythms in them. Moreover, studying this type
of Arabic compositions and songs - which are composed and composed by distinguished
artists who have a clear mark in the history of Arabic music - has a clear impact on enriching
these works and adding a global spirit to Arabic songs and musical compositions and
contributing effectively to their spread and performance globally, and their circulation and
transmission across new generations to keep pace with the developments of the age, which
makes them alive and constantly renewed throughout the ages.

Keywords: Style - Farid Al-Atrash - Western Rhythms — Arabic Songs.
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