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Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the reality and nature of the iconological
significations related to the images of Khedive Ismail in the series 'Saraya Abdeen,’
which documented the period of Khedive Ismail's rule, his social life, some
political events, and the state of governance during his reign. The study relied on
three main methodologies based on iconological analysis, which includes survey
methodology, historical methodology, and comparative methodology. The study
concluded that the Historical evidence is often insufficient when relying on a
single source, even if it has been examined and scrutinized. Historical facts are not
always the same; some are acceptable to be presented, while others are rejected
and intended to be obscured. Therefore, having two sources (such as text and
Image, for example, as in the iconological field) allows for a comparison between
the two_sources, which contributes to a better interpretation of the subject and an
understanding of all its parts, causes, and consequences. We were not facing a true
historical drama, other than the use of names of characters that have become part
of history. Although the characters presented to us in this drama wear the costumes
of that era and live in its atmosphere and decorations, the events that these
characters experience have no relation to history whatsoever. Despite all the
negatives of the series, it is considered one of the largest Arabic productions, with
distinguished performances by the actors and excellent use of graphics that
simulated the luxurious decorations, allowing the viewer to experience a true royal
atmosphere. After all these resources, it would have been more appropriate for the
series to be supported by a solid script based on uncorrupted events. Given these
mistakes, the series cannot be considered a quality historical drama based on actual
historical events.

Keywords: Iconological analysis - Images of Khedive Ismail - Saraya Abdeen
TV series.
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