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Wives' Elegies to their Husbands in Pre-Islamic

Poetry Collection, Documentation and Study -
Mahmoud Sobhy Sayed Ahmed Shahin
Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Jouf
University, Saudi Arabia.
Department of Literature and criticism, Faculty of Arabic
Language, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
E-mail: mahmoudshaien.lan@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This study deals with compiling wives' elegiac poetry of
their husbands in the pre-Islamic era, from different sources,
documenting it honestly, arranging it according to their
rhymes alphabetically, then studying its style, artistic image,
emotion, and their poetic meaning critically.

This study concluded that: these poems did not stick to
inherited pretexts related to the historical facts in the pre-
Islamic era. Their poetry is mostly based on lamenting
emotion, as well as the praise of the status and qualities of
the lamented husband. The phenomenon of repetition,
statement and superficial well-known images was common
in this kind of poetry. These poets used magnificent poetic
styles that could suit the gravity and magnitude of their
calamity.

Their poetry used different poetic forms that varied from
long poems to stanzas, couplets and single lines. This may be
due to the emotional nature of women in general or it may be
due to their deep involvement in their personal problem than
paying attention to the poetic form.

It is safe to claim that Kharnaq bint Badr is the most
elegiac poetess in the pre-Islamic era since she composed
two elegiac poems as well as other four short stanza poems.

Keywords:

Pre-Islamic poetry - Elegy - Women - Husband - Arab
Battles - Historical Facts.
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