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Abstract:

Zandagah (heresy) is a historical term closely associated
with Islamic culture and religious thought, referring to ideas or
practices deemed deviant or contrary to Islamic doctrine by
jurists and religious scholars. The term originates from the
Persian word "Zandik," which was used to describe followers of
Zoroastrianism who interpreted religious texts differently from
the official interpretation. In Islam, the term was adopted to
describe individuals or groups holding ideas or beliefs
considered outside the accepted religious framework. During the
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Abbasid era, Zandagah became associated with accusations
against philosophers and thinkers influenced by Greek
philosophy or non-Islamic ideas, such as certain Mu'tazilites or
prominent philosophers like Ibn al-Rawandi and Abu Bakr al-
Razi. Accusations of Zandagah were sometimes used as a
political or social tool to suppress individuals or groups whose
differing ideas threatened the established religious or political
order. From a jurisprudential perspective, scholars considered
Zandagah a crime punishable by law, as it was seen as a threat to
Islamic doctrine and social order. However, accusations of
Zandagah were occasionally based on personal or political
interpretations rather than actual actions or beliefs. In modern
times, the term Zandagah is no longer widely used but appears in
historical or religious contexts to refer to deviant or heretical
ideas. It is a complex and multifaceted term that reflects the
intellectual and political struggles witnessed by Islamic societies
throughout history. In summary, Zandagah is a term associated
with religious or intellectual deviation and has been used in
various contexts for religious or political purposes, making it an
important subject for understanding the evolution of Islamic
thought and cultural conflicts across eras.
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