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The Imamate and Its Effects on the Isma'ili Batiniyyah in
Matters of Faith — A Doctrinal Study
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Abstract:

The Isma'ili Batiniyyah invented principles upon which
they built their doctrines regarding matters of faith, and these
principles resulted in various effects and deviations. Among
these principles is the concept of imamate. The mention of its
effects has appeared in the writings on creed and sects,
necessitating the collection of these references and linking this
principle with its consequences to show that their misguidance in
matters of faith is a result of their misguidance in this invented
principle that contradicts the Quran and Sunnah. This research
thus gathers the effects built upon the imamate in Ismaili thought
concerning matters of faith, where they defined faith as the belief
in the imamate of Ali and the Imams after him, which is the most
important pillar of faith and Islam for them. This belief extended
to their views on names and rulings, so they declared as infidels
those who did not believe in the imamate, nullified their deeds,
and threatened them with various punishments on the Day of
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Judgment. The evidence from the Quran and Sunnah on the
pillars of faith and Islam is abundant, but none of them mention
the imamate under any circumstances. Neither the Prophet
(peace be upon him) nor his noble companions ever required the
imamate as a condition for someone entering Islam along with
the testimony of faith (Shahada). This serves as the strongest
refutation of their beliefs.
Keywords: Imamate — Isma'ili Batiniyyah — Matters of Faith —
The effects
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