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Abstract

The current study aimed to reveal the levels of mental alertness, critical
thinking, and decision-making and their dimensions among female
postgraduate students at Assiut University, Knowing the differences
according to the variables of academic specialization (practical/theoretical),
academic stage (diploma/master’s/doctorate), and the interaction between
them on the scale of mental alertness, critical thinking, and decision-making
and their dimensions and reveal the effect of mental alertness as a moderator
variable in the relationship between critical thinking and decision-making
among the sample of the current study, The study sample consisted of (684)
female postgraduate students at Assiut University, They were distributed
according to their academic specialization (273 practical/411 theoretical),
and their stage of study (265 diploma/291 master’s/128 doctorate), Their
ages ranged between (24-44 years), with an average age of (29.35 years) and
a standard deviation of (4.01 years), They applied the mental alertness scale
prepared by Jarukasemthawe et al, 2024, the critical thinking scale prepared
by Akfirat et al, 2021, and the decision-making scale prepared by Shin et al,
2021, All of them are Arabized by the two researchers, The descriptive
approach was used the correlational and comparative method, and a set of
statistical methods (one-sample t-test - two-way analysis of variance - path
analysis method), The results showed a high level of mental alertness and
critical thinking and a average level of decision-making,There are no
differences according to academic specialization and the interaction between
the variables of academic specialization and stage of study in mental
alertness, critical thinking, and decision-making, While there are differences
according to the stage of study in mental alertness and decision-making
toward master’s students, and critical thinking toward doctoral students,
There is a statistically significant effect of mental alertness as a modifying
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variable in the relationship between critical thinking and decision-making
among female postgraduate students.

Key words: mental alertness, critical thinking, decision-making, female
postgraduate students.
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